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BURLINGTON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION 9-2-2026 

City of Burlington Governing Body met in Regular Session at City Hall’s address, 1013 N. 4th Street, 

Burlington, Kansas, at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 2, 2026.  Mayor Luke called the meeting to 

order. 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL:   Stan Luke, Mayor  

Council Members present: 

 Jerilyn Curtiss (President of Council)    Maxi Berryman    Cara Mays  

 Lila Van Horn     Nathan Strawder     George Shove  

Superintendents Present:  

 Kevin Boyce (Parks)  Alan Schneider (Electric)   Kyle Dauber (Street) 

 Mike Roney (Chief of Police)  Danny Hawkins (Water/Wastewater)   

Also Present: 

 Anne Brown (City Clerk)  Shayla Befort (Administrative Assistant) 

 Philip Wright (City Attorney)  Jimmy Hugunin (Zoning/Grants Clerk) 

 Kerri Weltha (Deputy City Clerk) 

Media Present:  Mark Petterson (Coffey County Republican) 

VISITORS: Milly Childers, Carla Hoch, Jay Hale, Kristi Johnson, and Braden Redding. 

   

 

AGENDA:   Mayor Luke, “At this time, we will look at our agenda for this evening. There are a couple of 

additions that I have under finance: Claims Ordinance #2026-17, $88,038.17, and Payroll Ordinance #2026-

18, $120,565.75, for a total of $208,603.92. 

 “Under the Mayor on section IX, a recommendation to hire for the employment of Michael Fruit as 

City Clerk, and also for the appointment of Michael (Fruit) as required by ordinance. Are there any other 

additions to the agenda? Hearing none, I would accept a motion to approve the agenda as amended.”  

 Council Member Van Horn, “I move to approve the agenda as amended.” Council Member Curtiss, 

“I second the motion.”  Motion carried, 5:0. 

MINUTES 8/19/2026:   Mayor Luke, “You have before you the draft minutes for our regular session of 

August 19, 2026. Are there any additions or corrections to those minutes?” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to approve the draft minutes of August 19, 2026, as presented.” 

Council Member Strawder, “I second the motion.”  Motion carried, 5:0. 

 

APPOINTMENT – Braden Redding – Automotive Show 

Mayor Luke, “Braden, you’re here.” Braden Redding, “I’m here.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” Braden 

Redding, “I guess I'm just looking to get approval to do, like, a burnout contest inside the derby arena. Like, 

I could bring my own machines, concrete and all that, get insurance, whatever I need to do. Just to do 

something to keep people entertained, to watch, do this, do that.” 

Mayor Luke, “And what time of day would that be?” Braden Redding, “It would still be during daylight. 

I don't exactly have a set time yet, but it would be the middle of the day, middle of the afternoon, probably. 

I didn’t know if I'd maybe make it start at 3:00 or 4:00, somewhere around that time.” Mayor Luke, “Okay. 

Want to just say from 2:00 to 5:00?” Braden Redding, “I have the park for the entire day.” Mayor Luke, 
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“Right. But just for the burnout, or do you want to have it for the whole time?” Braden Redding, “My 

problem is I don't know how many people would want to enter, and I guess if it gets down to that, I could 

give them a timed space, like 30 seconds or something like that. But that's still quite a bit of time. We could 

probably make that work.” Mayor Luke, “I mean, I just don't want it early in the morning, and I don't want 

it late in the evening.” Braden Redding, “I figured by—what, it would be dark by 6:00?” Mayor Luke, 

“Yeah.” Braden Redding, “I figured the latest I could cut it off would be 5:30/6:00, at the latest.” Mayor 

Luke, “Okay. That'll work. Yeah.” Superintendent Boyce, “Noon to 5:00?” Braden Redding, “That works.” 

Mayor Luke, “Okay. Yeah, we're fully aware you have it that day. It's just a matter of wanting this as 

an additional part, and it will require the insurance.” Braden Redding, “Yep.” Superintendent Boyce, “And 

the derby pit stays set up year-round now, so, I mean, it'll be in a concrete area.” Braden Redding, “They’ll 

be staying still; that's all it will be, just probably pushed up against something, sitting still.” Mayor Luke, 

“Okay.” Braden Redding, “As far away from the stands as I can put them, just kind of right out in the 

middle.” 

Mayor Luke, “Any other questions for Braden? What is the Governing Body’s pleasure?” 

 Council Member Van Horn, “In addition to his request to use Kelley Park for an automotive show 

made on August 5, 2026, I move to allow Braden Redding to use the derby pit and stadium at Kelley Park 

for a burnout competition between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 21, 

2026.” Council Member Shove, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for 

a vote. Motion carried, 5:0. 

Mayor Luke, “Just make sure you get a copy of the insurance to City Hall.” Braden Redding, “Yeah. 

What’s, probably my latest to have it by once I get everything figured out, because I've still got a whole lot 

of stuff to figure out?” City Clerk Brown, “Before the event.” Mayor Luke, “Just before the event. The 

week before, or whatever.” Braden Redding, “Yeah. Sounds good. I can do that.” Superintendent Boyce, 

“A week before.” Braden Redding, “I can do that. That’s plenty of time.” Mayor Luke, “Okay. Alright.” 

Braden Redding, “Thank you.” Mayor Luke, “Yep.” 

 

APPOINTMENT – Carla Hoch – Coffey County Cancer Support Group – Thank You 

Mayor Luke, “Carla.” Carla Hoch, “On behalf of the Coffey County Cancer Support Group, I would 

like to present this thank you to the City of Burlington for supporting our 12th Annual Golf Tournament. 

We had a very successful tournament, raising over $60,000 due to generous donations from our community 

and the County of Coffey. So, thank you very much.” Mayor Luke, “Glad to be part of it.” Carla Hoch, 

“Thank you.” Council Member Curtiss, “Thank you. Have fun.” Carla Hoch, “Thank you. Happy birthday, 

next week.” Council Member Curtiss, “Thank you.” Mayor Luke, “You had to bring that up.” 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT: Distribution Update 

Line Maintenance:  Superintendent Schneider, “So, in the line department, the men are still doing 

normal line maintenance.” 

Tree Trimming:  Superintendent Schneider, “They've been doing quite a bit of tree trimming in the 

utility right-of-way.” 
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Fiberoptic Companies:  Superintendent Schneider, “There have still been lots of line locates.” 

Apprentice Linemen:  Superintendent Schneider, “We have our last two apprentice linemen are 

finishing up their chapter testing, so we're waiting on those to be graded, and then they'll be ready to move 

into their final for the year on that.” 

 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT: Production Update 

General:  Superintendent Schneider, “Over at the power plant, they're doing normal maintenance, 

completing reports, generating run reports for the generators, and planning that a day ahead of time.” 

Catalyst Recertification:  Superintendent Schneider, “Next week, I think it is… Yeah, next week, power 

plant compliance will be in the plant. It's been five years since we've tested all the generators on the catalyst 

and the emissions, so she'll be here two days next week; I think it's the 7th and the 8th, if I remember 

correctly. There will be four units that she will need to test. We have one unit that's in emergency status, 

and it does not have catalysts on it, so there's no testing done with it. That's done. We've got so many hours 

per year that we can run that unit. The rest are just staying compliant with the emissions process, and those 

are unlimited hours. And I believe that’s all I have.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER:  Distribution Update 

General:  Superintendent Hawkins, “The staff have been doing normal duties of doing line locates; lots 

of those, work orders, rereads, checking on all nine lift stations, flushing the transducers in the water towers, 

and customer calls and inquiries.” 

Flushing Hydrants:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We've been out flushing fire hydrants. We're still doing 

that.” 

Water Leaks:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We've had several water leaks. We had one Saturday at 315 

South 13th. We were able to get that one fixed in about three hours. We had to wait a little bit for the locates 

for that. It's dry, it's hot, so the ground's starting to shift, so we're seeing that as well. We also fixed another 

one at 16th and Niagara as well, because the ground's shifting, pulling on the pipes and stuff, so we were 

able to get in, get it cut out today, we blocked it, and put it all back together. The men are over 10th and 

Housatonic right now, and that ended up that it wasn't a main. There was an old water service—we don't 

know what it was—an abandoned service line coming off of a main. They managed to hook it right at the 

last second, so we were able to jump down in there and get that taken care of, so they're wrapping that up 

as we speak right now. Then they also had another one over, just off of Niagara at 11th Street. Got that one 

fixed, so we've been busy.” 

Fiberoptic Companies:  Superintendent Hawkins, “So we've been spending all of our time with 

contractors and going out and doing line locates, but we did hear today that as of Monday they only had 

17,000 more feet. They were able to bore 3,000 feet that day, and I'm not sure what their footage was today, 

but they're wrapping up. They're in phase three right now, so the locates are slowly coming to an end. 

There's only going to be 14 more locates coming up here at the end as soon as they bore from clear up to 

the vet clinic, all the way back into town, and then up and down Potomac Street tomorrow, and then after 
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that it's just going to be little shots inside of town going back from 4th Street going towards Allegheny over 

into that area. So, we're very happy to hear that they’re leaving. We're very happy.” Mayor Luke, “Are you 

saying it's going to be party time?” Superintendent Hawkins, “Oh, my Lord, I'm telling you. We've been 

spending a lot of time with them. We know one another now.” 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER:  Production Update 

Water Usage and Chlorine Burnout:  Superintendent Hawkins, “Also, the other thing that I have is 

that our usage is up. It's normal for this time of year, plus we're doing our chlorine burnout, which we 

completed yesterday morning. We turned the ammonia back on. So, we know that the rural water districts 

are seeing it. They said today, about 1:00, I got a call from Rural Water District 2, and they said that they 

saw the residuals starting to switch from free to combined. So, it'll take a little time for it to change up, but 

hopefully the water won't taste like swimming pool water. So, we'll get that turned over here in the next 

five to seven days here in town, and then it'll take longer as it travels across the county. So, like I said, we've 

been spending a lot of time at the plant. We're pumping well over 700,000 gallons a day. So, that's all I've 

got.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

Council Member Van Horn, “Have you finished your smoke testing on the sewers yet?” Superintendent 

Hawkins, “We have not had time to work on the sewers. Since these contractors have been in town, that 

one went on the back burner.” Council Member Van Horn, “Okay.” Superintendent Hawkins, “As soon as 

they leave town, then we can concentrate on what we're supposed to be doing.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT: Update 

Maintenance:  Superintendent Dauber, “We’ve been doing normal duties of vehicle and equipment 

maintenance.” 

Alleys:  Superintendent Dauber, “We're cleaning out brush and trying to dress up an alley right-of-way 

between 13th and 14th on Des Moines. There are a couple of houses that are there right off of 13th, and then 

there's a house about half a block to the west that used to be owned by COF that has been sold. The current 

owner was inquiring about the alley right-of-way. It was growing up in brush and stumps in there, and it 

didn't drain very well at all. So, we're in there trying to clean that up and get it maintainable again.” 

Ditches:  Superintendent Dauber, “And then other than that, we've been digging ditches. We've had a 

lot of inquiries about water standing in places when it rains, and a lot of people want their ditches dug. So, 

this has been 90% of our time in the last couple of weeks of doing this, digging ditches and trying to get 

water to move. That's all I've got.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Update 
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General:  Chief Roney, “Officers have been following up on a child abuse case, child sexual abuse 

case, agency assist calls, medical assist calls, funeral escorts, car wrecks, burglary, traffic stops, assist 

citizen calls, welfare checks, suspicious person calls, trespassing calls, scam calls, and several walk-in VIN 

inspections.” 

Nuisance Properties:  Chief Roney, “On nuisance properties, I followed up with the contractor that's 

supposed to be out working on Huff Garden, and he's behind. He had an equipment failure, so he says he 

should be here in the next couple of weeks, granted that the equipment's running right. In the 800 block of 

Shea Street, I got ahold of Art Freund; he's in charge of that one. He says his contractor is running behind. 

Discussion on the basement part of that, I told them what the ordinances said on basements, and so they 

should be over here sometime in the next couple of weeks as well.” 

New Vehicle:  Chief Roney, “The last thing that I have is I would like to request to purchase a 2020 

Dodge Durango from Osborne County, Kansas, for the amount of $10,000. We did the plus-one. We will 

have six road officers, our detective, and myself, and we don't have enough vehicles. I did some research 

and reached out to KHP (Kansas Highway Patrol); they don't have any. I reached out locally. We didn't want 

those. I contacted the company that we bought our car from, and he certified this vehicle through Osborne 

County. I reached out and talked to the sheriff. It's a 2020 Dodge Durango with just over 56,000 miles on 

it. The only reason he's getting rid of it is because he's trying to replace this 2020 with a 2026. This vehicle 

would go to the detective since it has miles on it and it has the year that it is. I want to get the patrol vehicles 

back on patrol, get them running the neighborhoods, and we'll put the detective in this vehicle. We should 

be able to keep this vehicle for a while.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “I move to approve the purchase of a 2020 Dodge Durango for the Police 

Department from the Osborne County Sheriff’s Department, not to exceed $10,000.00, as being in the 

best interest of the City.” Council Member Van Horn, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, 

Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 5:0. 

Chief Roney, “And this vehicle will come with all the lights and everything in it, and all we have to do 

is insert our radio, and that's it. And that's all I have.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

PARKS DEPARTMENT:  Update 

Mayor Luke, “Kevin (Superintendent Boyce), you've got three minutes.” Superintendent Boyce, “I'll 

take two.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” 

General:  Superintendent Boyce, “Personnel have been doing normal duties: cleaning public buildings 

and restrooms, building and equipment maintenance.” 

Mowing and Spraying Weeds:   Superintendent Boyce, “Mowing and spraying weeds in grass and 

gravel areas is taking most of our time.” 

Nuisance Grass:  Superintendent Boyce, “The grass has really slowed down. We did mow one nuisance 

property at 216 Hudson Street. And see, I'm done in under two minutes.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 
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FINANCE:  Claims Ordinance & Payroll Ordinance 

a. Claims Ordinance 2026-17      $ 88,038.17 

b. Payroll Ordinance 2026-18      $ 120,565.75 

  TOTAL      $ 208,603.92 

 CLAIMS 2026-17:  Council Member Curtiss moved to approve City of Burlington Claims Ordinance 

2026-17 for the amount of $88,038.17. Council Member Strawder gave the second. Mayor Luke, “Anne 

(City Clerk Brown), do you have a couple of highlights in there?” City Clerk Brown, “We have Dave’s 

Pumping, LLC for $3,069.00, Electronicomm Inc. for $2,809.07, Pace Analytical Services, Inc. for 

$1,030.00, Schuermann Enterprises, Inc. for $4,288.12, and US Lime Company – St. Clair for $6,680.62.” 

 Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Brown to poll Council for a 

vote. Mayor Luke declared, “Claims Ordinance 2026-17 passed unanimously, 5:0.” 

 PAYROLL 2026-18: Council Member Curtiss moved to approve City of Burlington Payroll 

Ordinance 2026-18 in the amount of $120,565.75. Council Member Strawder gave the second. Hearing 

no further discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Brown to poll Council for a vote. Mayor 

Luke declared, “Payroll Ordinance 2026-18 passed unanimously, 5:0.” 

 

APPOINTMENT: PUBLIC HEARING FOR Revenue Neutral Rate – 6:20 p.m. 

 Council Member Van Horn, “I move to authorize the Mayor to open the public hearing for the 

Revenue Neutral Rate.” Council Member Curtiss, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor 

Luke called for a vote. Motion unanimously carried, 5:0.  

 Hearing opened: 6:20 p.m. 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to adopt Resolution 2026-06, to Levy a Property Tax Rate 

Exceeding the Revenue Neutral Rate.” Council Member Mays, “I second the motion.” Mayor Luke 

instructed City Clerk Brown to poll the council for a vote. Motion unanimously carried, 5:0. 

 Council Member Van Horn, “I move to close the public hearing.” Council Member Shove, “I second 

the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion unanimously carried, 5:0.  

 Hearing closed: 6:22 p.m. 

 

RECESS OF COUNCIL MEETING 

Council Member Curtiss, “I move to recess the public meeting until 6:30 p.m.” Council Member 

Van Horn, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion 

carried, 5:0. 

 

APPOINTMENT: PUBLIC HEARING FOR 2027 CITY BUDGET – 6:30 p.m. 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to authorize the Mayor to open the public hearing for the City 

Budget for 2027.” Council Member Van Horn, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor 

Luke called for a vote. Motion unanimously carried, 5:0. 

 Hearing opened: 6:30 p.m. 

 Mayor Luke, “Any discussion?” Council Member Strawder, “Is that asking for public comment or 

Council discussion?” Mayor Luke, “Council.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” 
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 Mayor Luke, “The only thing that I have is that we initially looked at approximately 43 mills. After 

revisions, we now have it at 36.544 mills, which is approximately 2 mills above the Revenue Neutral Rate 

(RNR) and considerably below what was initially considered. Any other discussion? If not, at this time, I 

would accept—” 

 City Attorney Wright, “Mayor, I think we should probably open it up for public comment as well if 

there is anybody that would like to make a public comment.” Mayor Luke, “Okay. Any public comments?” 

 Jay Hale, “I’ll offer one. I think it was three meetings ago that you approved a 3.1% increase for some 

employees, and my thought is that it is kind of out of order because in the budgeting process you might 

discover that we could have afforded 3.5% or only 2.9%. It seems like you should have waited on that 

action until after. It seems like it’s too late for this year, but next year to think about that, to do the budgeting 

process first and then decide about increases. So, that’s just my opinion for you to think about it for next 

year.” 

 Council Member Van Horn, “I move to adopt the City Budget for 2027 as presented.” Council 

Member Curtiss, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion 

unanimously carried, 5:0. 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to close the public hearing.” Council Member Mays, “I second 

the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion unanimously carried, 5:0. 

 Hearing closed: 6:33 p.m. 

 

PARKS DEPARTMENT: Executive Session 

 Council Member Van Horn, “I make a motion to enter into a 10-minute Executive Session per K.S.A. 

75-4319(b)(12) for discussion on matters relating to security measures that protect a public body or 

agency, public building or facility, or the information of a public body or agency, with the Governing 

Body, Mayor Luke, City Clerk Brown, City Attorney Wright, Chief Roney, and Superintendent Boyce.” 

Council Member Shove, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. 

Motion carried, 5:0. 

 Entered 6:34 p.m. Exited 6:44 p.m. 

 Action Taken: None 

 

PLANNING & ZONING:  Update 

Census Updates:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “I worked on the census update; I got that finished today.” 

Permits:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “I've got permits ready to take to the appraiser's office tomorrow 

morning.” 

Nuisance Grass:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “I’m still working with yards, and I'm going to get with 

Kevin (Superintendent Boyce) next week. I've got a few more that I've sent letters out, and their time will 

be up by next week, so I’ll get those on the schedule.” 

Planning Commission Board:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “As far as the Planning Commission, I'm going 

to have another meeting, because we need to bump the number from five to six, because we have to—Philip 

(City Attorney Wright) pointed out, by state statute, we have to have two in the extraterritorial area. So, I've 

talked with a few of them. We're going to get it scheduled to make it six, and I have a couple of people in 
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mind. I've talked to them this afternoon about being on there from the extraterritorial, and I think that'll 

settle that.” 

Industrial Park:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “And then the last thing I have is, at the last meeting, Philip 

had requested that the gentleman interested for the Industrial Park do a written proposal, and I received one 

today, and I've printed it out there for you guys.” 

Mayor Luke, “All of you should have before you the proposal for the purchase of lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 

16, and 17 in Industrial Park #4 from Redding Transportation LLC. Jimmy (Zoning Clerk Hugunin), is 

there anything to add to this other than it has a purchase price? Are there other considerations that he has 

talked about?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “What's that?” Mayor Luke, “Are there other considerations that 

they have talked about with you with respect to this?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “The only thing we talked 

about was how to get into the property. He's looking at probably using what would be the alleyway there, 

if that's feasible. If not, they're also going to look at doing an entrance off the highway with the state.” 

Mayor Luke, “So, he would be contacting the…?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah. If he decides to do 

that, he would contact the state. If not, they would come straight to Batdorf (Lane) or, in case it doesn’t 

work out logistically there, because there's going to have to be something there to get across that waterway 

there. So, there would have to be some culvert or something in there?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah.” 

Mayor Luke, “And then that would be right along the existing overhead electric service, and that would not 

have to be relocated?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Correct.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “I 

believe they are plenty high enough for his truck.” Mayor Luke, “Okay. 

“Waterline? Would he have to have sewer?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah, he would prefer sewer.” 

Mayor Luke, “Okay.” Superintendent Hawkins, “No sewer.” Mayor Luke, “The sewer is where?” 

Superintendent Hawkins, “Clear up there by Thorp’s.” Mayor Luke, “By Thorp’s?” Superintendent 

Hawkins, “Yes. It's the closest sewer main I’ll have.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Right there in that alleyway 

right-of-way behind the Stevensons, in between Thorp’s there.” Superintendent Hawkins, “Yep.” Mayor 

Luke, “Okay.” Superintendent Hawkins, “That's the end of the midline there.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” Zoning 

Clerk Hugunin, “And if that's not feasible for both parties, the City and him, we had talked about that he is 

able, with the amount of acreage he has, to do a lagoon also.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” 

City Attorney Wright, “What was the time frame?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “On?” City Attorney 

Wright, “On him actually doing something? Because this is pretty open-ended.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, 

“Yeah, he wants to move as quickly as he can.” City Attorney Wright, “Okay.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “He 

didn't really give me a time frame, but he wants to be working on it right away.” 

Council Member Shove, “I can just see where it says, ‘at some point’.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah.” 

City Attorney Wright, “And that's something that, you know, the City would be able to put a restriction in 

there, and basically, like we call it a ready-reverter, I guess, where it reverts back to the City if he doesn't 

develop it and use it within a certain time frame. And, you know, I guess we'd see what that is. I don't know 

what a reasonable time frame is. It sounds like a pretty big thing, you know.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, 

“Right.” 

Mayor Luke, “I think maybe what we ought to do is put together some form of a document to present 

to him with respect to that.” City Attorney Wright, “I guess it depends on what the City Council wants to 

do. You know, I’m lazy; I don’t want to put any work into it unless… you know, I’m kind of like reasonably 

assured.” Mayor Luke, “Well, there has to be something more than just—because this is—basically the only 

thing identified here is price.” City Attorney Wright, “Yeah.” Mayor Luke, “All of the other things have to 

be what I'll call mutually agreed upon as to entrance and who's responsible for what, so that everybody is 

fully aware of what…” City Attorney Wright, “I guess I was looking for more than just the price. You know, 

a proposal means what are you doing, how long is it going to take, kind of like what the mayor's talking 
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about.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah.” City Attorney Wright, “Yeah, I'm sure that's what the City Council 

would like to see too. What's exactly going to happen with this thing?” 

Council Member Strawder, “I mean, yeah, there definitely needs to be more than just this. My 

understanding was that somebody was interested, contacted, and said, okay, write a letter of interest, 

essentially, and that's what we have here.” Council Member Curtiss, “Right.” Council Member Strawder, 

“It's the very beginning of the process.” Mayor Luke, “Yeah.” 

City Attorney Wright, “Sounds like it would be good for him to come in and maybe talk to you guys if 

you're interested in it.” Mayor Luke, “What I would like then is the Industrial and Commerce Committee 

to put together points of discussion and invite him in, let him see what those are, and then invite him into a 

meeting so that we can fully determine the approach we want to utilize and go from there. Because I don't 

have any desire to just say, ‘Yeah, this is what we’ll take dollars and cents,’ because there's so much more 

that comes into play.” Council Member Mays, “Well, and we also want him to know ahead of time too, like 

sewer and stuff. I mean, not just for us, but he needs to be made aware of what some contingencies are.” 

Mayor Luke, “That’s Nathan (Council Member Strawder), George (Council Member Shove), and...” 

Council Member Van Horn, “We have a committee, I think.” Mayor Luke, “It's already—yeah, the 

committee's already there. It's just a matter of I don't remember who. Nathan and George and, was it Maxi 

(Council Member Berryman)? I don't remember the third one.” Council Member Curtiss, “I don't know. 

Oh, here, I think I have it. Industrial and Commerce Committee: Nathan, Maxi, and George, yeah.” 

Mayor Luke, “Yeah. So, Nathan, you want to…? Maxi, we'll talk to her after the meeting, but guys 

could start the process of putting together the package that we want to discuss with him and where we need 

answers, and then we'll go from there?” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” 

Council Member Strawder, “I guess one question I would have, just at large, because there is no signage 

or anything indicating the property is for sale; I know over the last handful of years there have been other 

interests in it. I just want to make sure that we do offer, you know, a fair, treat everybody equally type of 

thing in the process. If this process was just for them to submit a letter, but that wasn't what was indicated 

before or anything like that, just what happens if we do have another person that, you know, says, ‘Oh, it is 

for sale’ or whatever, interest-wise. I think that's something to consider as well. And I don't know what that 

would look like because I don't think we need to go get a realtor and list it and all of that sort of stuff.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “No, I don't think so. But it's the Industrial Park; it’s always been for sale, right? 

I mean, if somebody's interested.” Mayor Luke, “I think the County has it listed as a sellable property, I 

think.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah, the County has it listed, and 

there's a—I can't think of the name of the website right now, but they have listed it as industrial property, 

too. It's a free website. It's been advertised.” Mayor Luke, “We just haven't had signs on the property.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “On the property, yeah. And you want to put a sign up on the property?” Council 

Member Strawder, “No. No, that's not what I'm saying.” Council Member Curtiss, “Okay.” Council Member 

Van Horn, “He just wants to watch liability.” Council Member Curtiss, “Yeah, I understand that.” Council 

Member Strawder, “I'm just saying that there has been other interest in this. I just want to make sure that 

everybody's afforded the same opportunity on purchase of it.” Council Member Curtiss, “Right.” Council 

Member Strawder, “If it was an issue of, here we said provide a letter, but that wasn't provided last time, or 

whatever the scenario may be, and I’m not saying that’s what did happen, I’m just making sure because it 

is possible there could be people interested in it.” Council Member Curtiss, “Sure.” Council Member 

Strawder, “And imagine how you'd feel if you were one of those people interested at one time, and then 

somebody else just happens to ask at the right time, that type of thing, just making sure that we're fair across 

the board on it.” Council Member Curtiss, “I hear you. I understand. I agree. 

“So, what do we do? I don't know.” Mayor Luke, “We meet as a committee.” City Attorney Wright, 

“Well, I mean, if anybody knows anybody, have them do the same thing, right. I mean, you know, start with 
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this, I guess, and they can jump in the process at any time.” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah.” Council 

Member Curtiss, “Go ahead. Yep.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” Council Member Curtiss, “Okay.”  

Mayor Luke, “Alright. You can let him know, Daniel (Redding) know that we're interested. We're 

starting the process.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Okay.” Mayor Luke, “And we'll be inquiring information as 

soon as we can put it together and get approval from the governing body.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Okay. 

I’ll let him know tomorrow.” Mayor Luke, “Okay. I know he’s moving to town.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, 

“What?” Mayor Luke, “I said I know he's moving to town.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “I believe so.” Mayor 

Luke, “I know he is.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah.” 

Mayor Luke, “Anything else?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “That’s all I’ve got.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.”  

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT: Update 

General:  Mayor Luke, “Do you (City Attorney Wright) have anything other than the executive 

session?” City Attorney Wright, “I don't have anything other than that, I think, at this time, unless anybody 

has any questions for me, and then I'm probably going to tell you we've got to go to executive session for 

that anyway.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT: Executive Session 

 Council Member Shove, “I make a motion to enter a 10-minute Executive Session for consultation 

with an attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship per K.S.A. 

75-4319(b)(2) for legal advice pertaining to certain City Code changes, with the Governing Body, Mayor 

Luke, City Clerk Brown, City Attorney Wright.” Council Member Van Horn, “I second the motion.” 
Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 5:0. 

 Entered 6:57 p.m. Exited 7:07 p.m. 

 Action Taken: None 

 

CITY CLERK:  Update   

General:  City Clerk Brown, “City Hall personnel have been busy preparing meeting readings for utility 

billing, work orders, preparing vouchers for bill payments and payroll, and minutes for the council 

meeting.” 

Flu Shots:  City Clerk Brown, “I did send out to all the department heads, and we had in the reading 

file, that the Coffey County Health Department will be holding their drive-through flu shot clinics at the 

different fire stations throughout Coffey County. They will also be doing a medication take-back program 

at the same time. There is a consent form to fill out. They would like to have that ready and prepared before 
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you get there. Like we have done in the past, we do offer this to our employees and their spouses. They will 

have to present their medical card when they go to get them, and whatever the insurance doesn't cover, the 

City will cover for them, for the employee and the spouse. The Coffey County Health Office is also going 

to be doing this at different select Coffey County libraries, and that was on that list as well. If you all want 

a copy of that, we can make copies of those.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “The one for here in town is September 

23rd at the fire station.” City Clerk Brown, “And I don't believe that they will do it at the library here. She 

did tell me that.” 

Kansas Set-Off Program:  City Clerk Brown, “We will be sending $1,063.21 in delinquent utility 

accounts for August to the Kansas Set-Off collection.” 

Closing:  City Clerk Brown, “The City will be closed on September 7th for Labor Day.” 

Calls/Inquiries:  City Clerk Brown, “And then just normal calls and inquiries. That's all I have.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

REPORT BY CITY OFFICERS: 

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

Mayor Luke, “The key thing that we have, and I'll give a little bit of background. We had eight 

applications for the position of City Clerk. We interviewed four. Of the four most qualified people, although 

the others had some qualifications, from those four, we narrowed it down to two. Then we called all of the 

references and et cetera for those two individuals. And upon evaluating the comments from those people, 

the committee, which was Jerilyn (Council Member Curtiss), Cara (Council Member Mays), and myself, 

then we met and discussed what our preferences and our choice would be.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “I move to extend an offer of employment to Michael Fruit for the position 

of City Clerk at the starting hourly wage of $38.00, effective September 12, 2026.” Council Member 

Mays, “I second the motion.” 

Council Member Van Horn, “How do you spell that last name?” Council Member Curtiss, “Fruit.” 

Mayor Luke, “F-R-U-I-T, just like it sounds.” Council Member Van Horn, “Okay.” Mayor Luke, “It is a 

shortening of a German name of great-grandparents that came to the United States when they came to the 

States. Don't ask me what the long name was.” City Attorney Wright, “What was the long name?” 

Council Member Curtiss, “It was a pretty difficult position to put us in. All of our interviews went well, 

but he kind of outshone the rest of them.” 

Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 5:0. 

Mayor Luke, “I will be in touch with him tonight. 

 “At this time, I would also like to ratify the appointment of Michael Fruit as the City Clerk from 

September 12, 2026, through the first meeting of the City Council in May 2027.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to ratify the Mayor’s appointment of Michael Fruit as City Clerk 

from September 12, 2026, through the first meeting of the City Council in May 2027.” Council Member 
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Strawder, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 

5:0. 

Mayor Luke, “We will be doing—a question for you is, the requirements currently are that the City 

Clerk live within the city limits of the City of Burlington. We would need to do a charter ordinance as he 

currently owns a home approximately six miles outside of the city. And with his family and the three 

children, they needed a larger home than most everything that was available in the local area. So, the charter 

ordinance would allow him to live outside of the city limits on the property that he currently owns, and 

where he would be living until his family moved here because they are coming from Colorado. And the 

daughter needs to stay in Colorado until the end of the school semester so that she can start the next semester 

here. We would have that available at the next meeting.” City Attorney Wright, “No pressure, huh… Shayla 

(Administrative Assistant Befort)?” 

Mayor Luke, “He is going to be here for one week in September with Anne (City Clerk Brown) and 

work with her for that period of time. They have a child that's due right after the first of October, and he 

wants to work from his home for a couple of weeks to handle taking care of his other children and making 

sure that she is doing well. And once she gets home, then he will be in and out and around Burlington with 

a full 40 hours a week starting on December 1st in the chair here. He'll be doing phone calls, Zoom meetings, 

reviewing policy and procedures, and getting up to speed. He will be attending the November clerk's 

training classes that are required in November, and it is confirmed that he would be in attendance of those. 

So, he will be at the next council meeting. 

“Okay. Any other questions?” 

 

Mayor Luke declared the meeting adjourned. 

 Approved by the Governing Body and signed by Anne C. Brown, City Clerk 


