
 BOOK 27 

August 19, 2026 

 

P a g e  | 437 

 

BURLINGTON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION 8-19-2026 

City of Burlington Governing Body met in Regular Session at City Hall’s address, 1013 N. 4th Street, 

Burlington, Kansas, at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 19, 2026.  Mayor Luke called the meeting to order. 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL:   Stan Luke, Mayor  

Council Members present: 

 Jerilyn Curtiss (President of Council)    Maxi Berryman    Cara Mays  

 Lila Van Horn     Nathan Strawder     George Shove  

Superintendents Present:  

 Kevin Boyce (Parks)  Alan Schneider (Electric)   Kyle Dauber (Street) 

 Mike Roney (Chief of Police)  Danny Hawkins (Water/Wastewater)   

Also Present: 

 Anne Brown (City Clerk)  Shayla Befort (Administrative Assistant) 

 Philip Wright (City Attorney)  Jimmy Hugunin (Zoning/Grants Clerk) 

 Kerri Weltha (Deputy City Clerk) 

Media Present:  Mark Petterson (Coffey County Republican) 

VISITORS: Jim Stukey and Chari Bauman 

   

 

AGENDA:   Mayor Luke, “You have before you the proposed agenda for this evening. The only thing that 

I have to add to that is under finance. We have Claims Ordinance #2026-16, $743,273.02. We have Payroll 

Ordinance #2026-17, $122,272.45, for a total of $865,545.47. Are there any other additions to the agenda? 

Hearing none, I would accept a motion to approve the agenda as amended.”  

 Council Member Strawder, “I move to approve the agenda as amended.” Council Member Curtiss, 

“I second the motion.”  Motion carried, 6:0. 

MINUTES 8/5/2026:   Mayor Luke, “You have before you the draft minutes for our regular session of 

August 5, 2026. Are there any additions or corrections to those minutes?” 

Council Member Curtiss, “I have one. Under the legal department executive session, it should say that 

I make a motion to enter into a 10-minute executive session per K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2). There's a 2 after the 

‘b’.” Mayor Luke, “After the (b)?” Council Member Curtiss, “Yeah.” Mayor Luke, “Okay. Alright.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “Other than that, I have nothing.” 

Mayor Luke, “Anybody else have anything? At this time then, I would accept a motion to approve the 

draft minutes for our regular session of August 5, 2026 as amended.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to approve the draft minutes of August 5, 2026, as amended.” 

Council Member Shove, “I second the motion.”  Motion carried, 6:0. 

 

APPOINTMENT – Chari Bauman and Jim Stukey 

 Mayor Luke, “Chari, is it going to be you or Jim? Which one of you wants to speak?” Chari Bauman, 

“You want me to?” Jim Stukey, “Yeah, go ahead.” Chari Bauman, “Sure!” Jim Stukey, “I’m just your 

backup.” 
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 Chari Bauman, “Backup? Okay. Thanks for having me. I am looking at a project to continue 

Burlington's history of murals and Coffey County's history of murals with the possibility of putting a mini 

mural on the sign at the caboose, which is city property. 

 “So, all I'm seeking is permission, and I did hope you all got the rendering of an idea of what it could 

possibly look like in partnership with Jim. And then, that website address links people to our ‘Visit Coffey 

County’ website, which has all kinds of information about things to do. So, I think the spot there at the 

stoplight would be a great spot for that, to help with that. And I brought you stickers, if anyone wants a 

catfish sticker. Any questions about that project?” 

 Council Member Berryman, “Who would pay for it?” Chari Bauman, “So, the Chamber (Coffey County 

Chamber of Commerce) would pay for it in conjunction, hopefully, with some funding from a grant or other 

organizations.” Council Member Berryman, “Thank you.” 

 Jim Stukey, “And it would be the same mural on both sides, correct?” Mayor Luke, “I was going to 

say, it’s two-sided.” Jim Stukey, “And right now it's an AI design, but she (Chari Bauman) likes the idea 

of having a real artist design it, and that's where I come in. And either I'll paint it, or she will give the idea 

over to somebody like Young Graphics, their graphics department, and they will print them off and put 

them on there. 

 “It will be really, really nice looking, I think. It’ll catch people's eye, and it will take care of the problem 

of the dates and all of the titles and everything that are on there now.” Mayor Luke, “That’s always 

changing...” Jim Stukey, “Everything is pretty much outdated, and some of those things don't even happen 

anymore.” Council Member Van Horn, “Right.” Council Member Curtiss, “Sounds good.” 

 Mayor Luke, “Any discussion?” Council Member Curtiss, “I'm for it.” Council Member Strawder, 

“Yeah, I like the idea.” Mayor Luke, “We don't need a motion for that.” 

 Chari Bauman, “Okay. Anybody want stickers?” Council Member Van Horn, “Sure.” Council Member 

Curtiss, “Definitely. Thank you.” Chari Bauman, “We're trying to lean into our catfish capital story. 

 “You guys want stickers (Mayor Luke and City Clerk Brown)?” City Clerk Brown, “Thank you.” 

Mayor Luke, “If you've got enough.” Chari Bauman, “I might, I might. I tried to make sure I had some for 

everybody.” City Clerk Brown, “I was going to say…if somebody else wants one…” Chari Bauman, “I can 

make sure I get someone one if I don't have enough.” City Clerk Brown and Council Member Shove, 

“Thank you.” Chari Bauman, “Look at that!” Council Member Shove, “Perfect.” Council Member 

Strawder, “That is just perfect.” 

 Chari Bauman, “Okay. Well, thank you very much.” Council Member Strawder, “Yes, thank you.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “You're welcome.” Chari Bauman, “I appreciate it.” 

 Mayor Luke, “Timeline? Any idea?” Chari Bauman, “I think we can get it done pretty quick. I'll make 

sure with the Department of Transportation that the thing we want to put on there is okay before I move 

forward with specifics.” Mayor Luke, “Yeah.” Jim Stukey, “The nice thing about where that mural would 

be located, the two of them, the directions that they face will not get a lot of fade, so they should last a long 

time.” Council Member Curtiss, “Good.” Mayor Luke, “Yeah.” Chari Bauman, “Yep.” Mayor Luke, 

“Okay.” Council Member Curtiss, “Alright.” Chari Bauman, “I’m excited. Thank you all.” Council Member 

Curtiss, “Thank you.” Jim Stukey, “Alright. I guess we're out of here. Thank you.” Mayor Luke, “Yep.”  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
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ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT: Distribution Update 

Fiberoptic Companies:  Superintendent Schneider, “Okay. So, lots and lots and lots of line locates with 

all of these companies in town. It's just been almost a full-time job for somebody.” 

Line Maintenance:  Superintendent Schneider, “The men are doing some normal line maintenance.” 

Pole Replacement:  Superintendent Schneider, “They did replace a service pole on South 10th Street.” 

Tree Trimming:  Superintendent Schneider, “We’ve been doing lots of tree trimming as well.” 

Line Locates:  Superintendent Schneider, “And did I mention lots of line locates?” 

 

 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT: Production Update 

General:  Superintendent Schneider, “Over at the power plant, the men are just doing their normal plant 

duties, normal maintenance.” 

Annual Capacity Testing:  Superintendent Schneider, “They have completed all but, I believe, two of 

the generators for our annual capacity testing that goes to KPP Energy (Kansas Power Pool). Those have 

to be completed by the end of September for those last two units, so we've got over a month, so we'll get 

that squeezed in there.” 

Reports:  Superintendent Schneider, “And Denny (Electric Plant Operator Noonan) has been filling out 

plant reports and getting all that arranged. And that's really all I have for this evening.” 

Outage:  Mayor Luke, “You had an outage.” Superintendent Schneider, “We had two outages. Let me 

think about this. So, the last one took out the whole circuit, what we call #1. It's mainly this northwest part 

of town, but there's a little bit south of Neosho (Street) that's affected by it as well, in Country Club Heights. 

I don't know what the guy was looking at. Just south of Neosho there, on 16th Street, he went into the ditch, 

drove through a downed guy (wire) of ours, and that's a big culvert at that alley too. It caused him to ramp 

up over and down into the other side. So, when he hit our downed guy (wire), it broke, and it went up and 

slapped the phase up on top of the pole, which our system is designed to kick off as it did. So, once we were 

able to get that stabilized, we were able to get that circuit back on. 

“The second outage was up on North 3rd Street. That would have been last Saturday evening. We had 

a 25 kVA transformer fail. They were probably out an hour, maybe a little over an hour. By the time we 

got some crew ready, we went out and changed that and got them right back into service. So, yes.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

Council Member Van Horn, “So, a while back, after the big outage, there was a guy coming to see if 

he could figure out why your two generators wouldn't work together. Did you get that figured out?” 

Superintendent Schneider, “Yes. An update would have been nice, wouldn't it? 

“So, what happened there is when those generators are running, typically one of our bigger engines 

controls the voltage and the frequency, so all of the other generators follow that. Well, they started the 

Caterpillar, which is our black start generator, which provides power to the plant for lighting and air 

compressors to start the big engines. So, it was running with two other bigger units. It was trying to tell 

those big boys, ‘This is generating voltage and frequency.’ Well, they were saying, ‘No, we're in charge.’ 

That's the best thing we can figure out. So, what we have done is we took our #4 generator, which is a big 

12-cylinder Cooper down there in the old plant—Midstates Energy came in and investigated, can we make 
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that a black start generator and we don't have to fuss with the Caterpillar? The answer to that was yes, and 

it is now programmed; there's a special little bypass button on our control panels that, if you activate it, we 

can start it as a black start. So, like water circulation, oil circulation, stuff like that, those control panels will 

not let those generators start unless the objectives are met and they measure a certain amount of flow on 

those.” Council Member Van Horn, “Okay.” Superintendent Schneider, “So basically that reprogramming 

said, ‘Ignore this’ because once the motor starts turning anyway with the crankshaft and everything in there 

lying in the oil, it's going to start distributing oil; it's just a few seconds to where you've got to give that a 

chance to build that pressure to lubricate the cylinders and the bearings and everything like that. So, the 

reprogramming of that says, ‘Ignore those parameters; it's okay to go ahead and start.’ So, we've got that 

taken care of as well.” Council Member Van Horn, “Thanks.” 

Mayor Luke, “Have we tested that to make sure it works?” Superintendent Schneider, “Yes.” Mayor 

Luke, “Okay.” Superintendent Schneider, “We did twice with Midstates on site.” 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER:  Distribution Update 

General:  Superintendent Hawkins, “The staff has been doing normal duties of, as Alan (Superintendent 

Schneider) called it, lots and lots and lots of locates (line locates). They’ve been doing work orders, rereads, 

been checking lift stations, flushing water at the transducer at the blue water tower, customer calls, inquiries, 

been reading meters, and rereads.” 

Flushing Hydrants:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We've also, in between working with locates, we've 

been flushing fire hydrants on dead-end lines.” 

Fiberoptic Companies:  Superintendent Hawkins, “Again, like I said, we're spending probably 80% of 

our time with contractors is what we're spending time on.” 

Waterline Repair:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We had a hit today over on Cleveland and Garrettson 

(streets). We were out of water roughly for about two hours. We were able to isolate it between Shea and 

Cleveland. So, we worked quickly, got that done, taken care of, and got out of there.” 

Training:  Superintendent Hawkins, “I'm very pleased with Cody (Cowan), Jaden (Brickell), Tyrell 

(Udy), and Tim (Nuessen). They did complete their schooling with Sacramento with their water exams, and 

they all scored well in the upper 90th percentile. So, I'm very pleased with them. We're getting ready to send 

them to class to take their Class IIIs in water. As soon as we get them certified, then everybody will be 

certified with that.” 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER:  Production Update  

Chlorine Burnout:  Superintendent Hawkins, “The other thing we've been working on is the chlorine 

burnout. We started on Monday. As I said last time, we got calls that the chlorine was really hot; the tops 

of the towers are hot. So, they’re starting to see good free chlorine residuals; we’re talking with them, and 

they’re seeing the chlorine residuals coming up out there with the free chlorine. So, I know we get a lot of 

calls that the water tastes like swimming pool water. We're very aware of that. But we're flushing a lot; 

they're flushing a lot.” 

Water Usage:  Superintendent Hawkins, “So, our usage is up considerably. We're pumping well over 

700,000 gallons a day right now.” 
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 General:  Superintendent Hawkins, “Other than that, that's the part that we've been working on the 

most. Contractors and making sure we make plenty of water. That's where we’ve been concentrating on a 

tremendous amount of the time.” 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER: Personnel – Recommendation to Hire 

Superintendent Hawkins, “The last thing I have, I want to thank the committee (Water Committee) for 

helping me with doing interviews. We did some interviews this week. There was a gentleman that we 

interviewed that I would really like to give an offer of employment to, and his name is James Packard.” 

 Council Member Berryman, “I move to extend an offer of employment to James Packard for the 

position of Water/Wastewater Distribution Trainee at the starting hourly wage of $18.29.”  

Council Member Berryman, “Effective when?” Superintendent Hawkins, “As soon as he gives his two-

week notice. He wants to give his two-week notice. And I told him I would notify him tonight if the council 

agreed to hire him, and then he will let me know and then I can give that date to you.” Council Member 

Berryman, “Okay.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I second the motion.” Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called 

for a vote. Motion carried, 6:0. 

Superintendent Hawkins, “Thank you. And I'll text him here in just a second, and I'll let him know to 

get ready. So, thank you.” 

  

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

Mayor Luke, “Any questions for Danny (Superintendent Hawkins)?” Council Member Van Horn, “So 

Danny, when the fiber companies go through your lines and mess them up, does the city get any 

compensation from them on that?” Superintendent Hawkins, “It depends on whose fault it is. This one was 

our fault. We just missed a line.” Council Member Van Horn, “Okay.” 

Superintendent Hawkins, “But the problem that we're having is because our staff is so short, we're 

trying to stay ahead of them, and we're spending every waking moment with them. It's just the fact that 

they’ve got three boring crews on at the same time, so we're trying to stay ahead of three units all the time, 

and we missed this one. It was just fortunate enough that they just nicked the top of the four-inch pipe, 

which didn't take but a few hours to fix. 

“Yes, if it's something that's obviously not within—and they've been doing a good job trying to work 

with us—and we're trying to work with them because I'd much rather have harmony between them and us 

than to fight them all the way through the process, and then it makes it harder. And you know, what a big 

project it is because they're putting in 70,000 feet underground and then over 60,000 feet above, so they're 

well over half. We were just told that they're roughly about 30% to the end. So, we're anxious to see them 

leave town.” Council Member Van Horn, “Thank you.” Superintendent Hawkins, “You bet. Thank you.” 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT: Update 

General:  Superintendent Dauber, “We've been doing normal duties of vehicle and equipment 

maintenance. Most of our time has been taken up with alley repairs and tree trimming over where the fiber 
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companies are going. We've had to come through and fill some of the holes that they've dug and have 

settled; we've had to put some gravel in some of them.” 

Spraying Weeds:  Superintendent Dauber, “We’ve been doing a little bit of spraying of weeds.” 

Fogging:  Superintendent Dauber, “And my guys are taking turns fogging for mosquitoes for the next 

couple of weeks.” 

General:  Superintendent Dauber, “So that's about all we've been doing right now is mainly the alleys 

and tree trimming.” 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT: Personnel Annual Evaluation – Kasey Holveck 

 Superintendent Dauber, “And then I've got an annual evaluation for Kasey Holveck. He's been with us 

for one year on the 25th of August. He's been a valuable member of our team; we’re glad to have him. He's 

dependable; he's there every day. He answers the phone when I call him after hours, which is a big thing. 
And I would like to recommend getting him a 2.5% merit raise.” 

 Council Member Van Horn, “I move to accept Kasey Holveck’s annual evaluation as presented and 

to grant a pay increase to $26.19 per hour, effective August 29, 2026.” Council Member Shove, “I second 

the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 6:0. 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT: Sidewalk Cost-Share Application 2026-01 

 Superintendent Dauber, “The next thing I got is Friday the 14th, I believe it was, I met with a gentleman 

who owns the house at 406 Yuba. He did the new construction there at 75 (Highway) and Yuba. He wants 

to do a new sidewalk in front of that place, so I had him come in and fill out an application for the sidewalk 

cost-share. So, we just need to approve or discuss that. It would be 91 feet of sidewalk in front of his house 

there.” 

 Mayor Luke, “That's on the south side?” Superintendent Dauber, “Yes, on the south side of his property 

there.” Mayor Luke, “And that's $15 a linear foot?” Superintendent Dauber and City Clerk Brown, “Yes.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “How do you pronounce his name?” Superintendent Dauber, “His first 

name is Gavino.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” Superintendent Dauber, “And the last name is Pulido, 

I think. I'm not 100% sure on how to pronounce his last name.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay. We'll 

be close.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “I move to approve Sidewalk Replacement Cost-Share Application 2026-

01, Gavino Pulido for 406 Yuba Street.” Council Member Van Horn, “I second the motion.”  

Mayor Luke, “Any discussion? Is he the owner or…?” Superintendent Dauber, “He is the owner of that 

property.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” Superintendent Dauber, “He is from—what did he tell me—Chicago. So, 

he was down here. That's why I had to meet him on Friday morning. He was down here just for a day, and 

he had to leave Friday afternoon. He’s trying to get things sorted out so that way maybe he can get it sold. 

He's also talking about putting in a driveway, finishing the driveway out to the street. He’s wanting to know 

what we need for a culvert, which on that property in that driveway there's no way to put a culvert in there, 

so I went over all that also while he was here.” 

 Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 6:0. 

 



 BOOK 27 

August 19, 2026 

 

P a g e  | 443 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT: Update 

 KDOT CCLIP Award:  City Clerk Brown, “The next thing under the Street Department is the CCLIP 

(City Connecting Link Improvement Program) grant. You all did get that. There's a letter in front of you 

that kind of explains that. This is for the Highway 75 Storm Drain Project. We were approved for the 

funding, so this is still for the fiscal year of 2029, but there will be things that we'll do along the way for 

that. 

 “KDOT (Kansas Department of Transportation) has allocated $1.5 million for it. The City is required 

to contribute a minimum of 5%, and anything above that, which would include, like, the preliminary 

engineering, right-of-ways, and utility costs. And this is where we have been holding back on the 231 fund, 

the Special Highway, because we have no exact cost yet, so we have been saving that for it. So, we do have 

plenty of money to cover that. 

 “BG Consultants had drawn up a contract and agreement between them and the City before. We chose 

not to sign it at that time until we found out whether or not we would even get funding for this. So, they 

will be looking at working up a new contract with the costs for these fees, so that will be coming. We do 

have an agreement in here that we do need to sign and have returned back to the state by September 1st. It 

has all the information in it, just saying that we are going to accept that.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “So, on the project though, this says pavement replacement. Do we know 

how far down? I mean, are they repouring base as well or is—?” Superintendent Dauber, “A lot of the 

pavement replacement will be where they tear out the storm drains that are already in the ground. So, some 

of them sit just right underneath the curb and gutter or off into the outside driving lane a little ways. And 

then over by Pizza Hut, it does cross 75 (Highway), so it will be a replacement there. So, there won't be a 

full replacement of 75; it’ll be where we tear out and replace the storm drains and gutters and everything 

like that, as far as I know. That will be worked up with BG (Consultants) by the end of all of this.” 

 City Clerk Brown, “And this will be from Cross Street to Kennebec.” Superintendent Dauber, “Yes.” 

City Clerk Brown, “That will be the area….” Council Member Strawder, “I was just curious because 

sometimes, like with my work, whenever they're doing a street replacement or something like that, it's a 

good time to look at the other utilities that are under the pavement.” Superintendent Dauber, “Right.” 

Council Member Strawder, “But if it’s not a full replacement then…” Superintendent Dauber, “Yeah.” 

Council Member Strawder, “Yeah.” 

 Council Member Van Horn, “Do we need a motion?” City Clerk Brown, “Yes, we need a motion to be 

able to sign the award.” 

 Council Member Van Horn, “I move to authorize Superintendent Dauber, City Clerk Brown, 

Council Member Curtiss, and Mayor Luke to sign the Project Programming Request to accept KDOT’s 

City Connecting Link Improvement Program award.” Council Member Strawder, “I second the motion.” 

Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 6:0. 

 6th Street Bridge Widening Project:  Superintendent Dauber, “The next thing I have is on the 13th of 

August we had a bid opening here for the Bridge Widening Project on the 6th Street bridge. We had four 

companies turn in a bid to us, one being Dondlinger & Sons (Dondlinger & Sons Construction Co., Inc.), 

that dropped a bid from KDOT to do the pedestrian side (pedestrian bridge). Unfortunately, for ease of the 

project, they did not come in as the lowest bid. PCiRoads, LLC came in as the lowest bid at $300,081.29.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to accept the bids as bona fide.” Council Member Mays, “I second 

the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 6:0. 
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 Superintendent Dauber, “On that, after talking to Brady (Brady Hedstrom, BG Consultants), he's been 

in contact with both of the companies. KDOT won't let Dondlinger & Sons start until spring, and then PCi 

is booked up until at least March, so it would be about the same time period. So, if there was any way for 

them to coordinate and kind of run it together, that would be good too.” 

 City Clerk Brown, “We need to accept the bids.” Council Member Strawder, “So, before that though, 

just looking… So, with it being two different companies scheduling-wise, they're, I mean, they're able to 

work together, and all that?” Superintendent Dauber, “They should be able to work together.” Council 

Member Strawder, “Because while I understand taking the lowest bid, that's not always the best option.” 

Superintendent Dauber, “Yeah. Right.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” 

 City Clerk Brown, “Brady has made the comment that he has worked with this company also and they 

have always done well; they've done a good job, and he was perfectly comfortable with using them as well.” 

 Council Member Van Horn, “I move to award the 6th Street Bridge Widening Project to PCiRoads, 

LLC, not to exceed $300,081.29, as being in the best interest of the City of Burlington.” Council Member 

Shove, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 

6:0. 

 Mayor Luke, “You’ll let Brady know?” Superintendent Dauber, “Okay.” 

 6th Street Pedestrian Bridge Project:  Superintendent Dauber, “And the final thing I have tonight is we 

need to accept the bid recommendations for the KDOT Pedestrian Bridge Project. We need to sign the 

contract to get it sent back to them. It was getting pretty close to the deadline to when we needed to get that 

sent back. So, to approve their bids for Dondlinger & Sons to do their side of the project.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “I move to accept KDOT’s recommendation on low bid for the 6th Street 

Pedestrian Bridge Project and authorize Superintendent Dauber, City Clerk Brown, and Mayor Luke to 

sign the Authority to Award Contract and Commitment of City Funds.” Council Member Van Horn, “I 

second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 6:0. 

 Superintendent Dauber, “And that’s all I have now.” Mayor Luke, “Is that all?” Superintendent Dauber, 

“Thank you, guys.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

Council Member Strawder, “You mentioned some settlement issues after they're digging a hole and 

filling it up. Does the City have any type of standards for backfill or on like compaction?” Superintendent 

Dauber, “Most of the time… Compaction-wise, no.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” Superintendent 

Dauber, “But on a lot of those, it is the contractor to come back and fill it up.” Council Member Strawder, 

“Yeah.” Superintendent Dauber, “The only ones we've been filling up are the ones that are like a major 

hazard. So, it's not been a whole lot of them. Most of the contractors have been doing a good job of coming 

back and backfilling their stuff. And we've always tried to hold the contractor to that, whether it's the fiber 

contractors or a sewer contractor or a plumber contractor, coming back in and taking care of the hole that 

they've dug. After it settles, they have to come back and take care of it again. Like I said, the ones that we've 

been touching up are the ones that are a major hazard in the alleys or on a gravel road somewhere that need 

to be addressed sooner than they can get back.” 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT: Update 

General:  Chief Roney, “Officers have been working on several child abuse cases, a child sexual abuse 

case, follow-up on a dependent adult case, agency assist calls, medical assist calls, a funeral escort, traffic 

stops, assist citizen calls, welfare checks, a suspicious persons call, trespassing call.” 

Activities/Cases:  Chief Roney, “We worked another scam in the value of $10,000. Also, we had a 

couple of accidents. One of them was a major motor vehicle injury accident, which caused that outage that 

Alan (Superintendent Schneider) talked about. School starts tomorrow. School zones will be activated. 

We've had walk-in VIN inspections and other walk-in calls.” 

Nuisance Properties/Nuisance Vehicles:  Chief Roney, “Nuisance properties: We had court last week. 

We had to go do some follow-up with some of our patrons and explain to them and show them kind of 

where we're at and why we're where we're at, and had to show them the specific issues. Officers are doing 

follow-up on some of the cases that we have, and also, we do have several new ones that they are making 

contact on. Hopefully, we can get those resolved.” 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Personnel – Recommendation to Hire 

 Chief Roney, “The last thing that I have is this week the Police Committee met, and I had an application 

come in on an officer who's already certified. Has approximately four years in law enforcement, started in 

the jail, works as a deputy, and he would be a great fit with the Burlington Police Department. He came to 

me, and we followed up with him, did our interview, and I would like to hire Christopher Lawson.” 

 Council Member Shove, “I move to extend an offer of employment to Chris Lawson for the position 

of Police Officer at the starting hourly wage of $25.00.” 

Council Member Shove, “Effective when?” Chief Roney, “So, we're thinking September 8th, the 

Tuesday after Labor Day weekend.” Council Member Shove, “Okay.” 

Council Member Shove, “I move to extend an offer of employment to Chris Lawson for the position 

of Police Officer at the starting hourly wage of $25.00, effective September 8, 2026.” Council Member 

Curtiss, “I second the motion.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “We were very impressed with the young man, very much so.” 

Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 6:0. 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

  

PARKS DEPARTMENT:  Update  

General:  Superintendent Boyce, “Alright. Personnel have been doing normal duties, cleaning public 

buildings and restrooms, and building and equipment maintenance. Mowing and spraying weeds and grass 

in gravel areas has been taking most of our time.” 

Nuisance Grass:  Superintendent Boyce, “Since the last council meeting, we have mowed five nuisance 

properties: 216 Hudson, 1211 Yuba, 619 St. Lawrence, 627 St. Lawrence, and 1205 Merrimac. And that's 

all I have.” 
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QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

Council Member Curtiss, “Your flowers are still looking good.” Superintendent Boyce, “Thank you.” 

 

FINANCE:  Claims Ordinance & Payroll Ordinance 

a. Claims Ordinance 2026-16      $ 743,273.02 

b. Payroll Ordinance 2026-17      $ 122,272.45 

  TOTAL      $ 865,545.47 

 CLAIMS 2026-16:  Council Member Curtiss moved to approve City of Burlington Claims Ordinance 

2026-16 for the amount of $743,273.02. Council Member Strawder gave the second. Mayor Luke, “Anne 

(City Clerk Brown), do you have a couple of highlights?” City Clerk Brown, “We have BG Consultants for 

$6,951.40 and Core & Main for $19,254.63. We have Dave’s Pumping, LLC for $7,074.00. We have 

Killough Construction, Inc. for $401,164.00. And then we also have Kansas State Treasurer for 

$155,175.00.” 

 Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Brown to poll Council for a 

vote. Mayor Luke declared, “Claims Ordinance 2026-16 passed unanimously, 6:0.” 

 PAYROLL 2026-17: Council Member Curtiss moved to approve City of Burlington Payroll 

Ordinance 2026-17 in the amount of $122,272.45. Council Member Strawder gave the second. Hearing 

no discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Brown to poll Council for a vote. Mayor Luke 

declared, “Payroll Ordinance 2026-17 passed unanimously, 6:0.” 

 

PLANNING & ZONING:  Update 

General:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Normal duties.” 

Nuisance Grass:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “As Kevin (Superintendent Boyce) said, they mowed five 

yards. I've got a list of seven properties right now. Three of them are needing to be mowed. Four of them 

are their ditches. I've talked to them. Hopefully they'll be mowed by this weekend. If not, I've got the letters 

ready for them to go out; they’re 10-day letters.” 

Cleaning:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “I’ve been back here cleaning the garage. The dock is full of 

everything that came out of this building when it flooded when the pipes broke. So, getting rid of all that.” 

Industrial Park:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “The last thing I’ve got, and you guys are just going to love 

this; I got contacted Monday by a gentleman who is wanting to move his business to Burlington. And he is 

interested in eight of the lots in the industrial park that are just directly south of the four that Cameron Roth 

owns. Right now, he employs 42 employees, and he's looking at expanding that; they're expanding all the 

time. They've been in business for 29 years, and they're looking at not only moving their business here, but 

also moving to Burlington and looking for a place to build their house. So just putting that out there. 

“It wasn't something I expected.” Mayor Luke, “Is he expecting something back from us at this point, 

or is he going to come to a—” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “I think he would probably come to a meeting to 

discuss whatever you guys want to discuss. I just talked to him today, and that's kind of where I'm at, or 

where we’re at. I mean, that's ultimately your guys' decision, but he just contacted me through a friend. 

They told him to get a hold of me, and he's looking at the industrial park down there.” 

Mayor Luke, “Okay.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “He may have looked at some other lots here in town 

that are for sale, but I guess they didn't meet what he wanted. So, I don't know how much room he needs, 
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but I think that is, what, around about nine acres out there, is what he's looking at out there to be bought, 

eight lots.” 

Council Member Strawder, “So last time whenever someone inquired about the industrial park area, 

we met as a committee.” Mayor Luke, “Right.” Council Member Strawder, “Does that need to happen 

again?” Mayor Luke, “Yes.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” 

City Attorney Wright, “I would suggest that the gentleman, you know, give a written offer for the 

council to consider.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Okay.” City Attorney Wright, “And put it in writing.” Zoning 

Clerk Hugunin, “I can do that.” Mayor Luke, “Yeah, and the committee can work with it to start with and 

then bring it before the Governing Body.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Okay.” 

Mayor Luke, “Anything else?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “No.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

 

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS: LKM Conference – Appoint Voting Delegates for 2026 

 Mayor Luke, “The League of Kansas Municipalities voting delegate at the annual conference that is 

October 8th-10th. We need to assign/vote one in.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to appoint Stan Luke as the City of Burlington’s League of Kansas 

Municipalities Voting Delegate, and Jerilyn Curtiss as Alternate Delegate.” Council Member Mays, “I 

second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 6:0. 

Mayor Luke, “We'll get the League notified.” Council Member Curtiss, “Good, because I keep getting 

an email that tells me that we need to send that in.” Mayor Luke, “I know it. Yep. They’re in a little bit of a 

rush for whatever reason because we don't have to have it until September.” Council Member Curtiss, “I 

know!” 

 

 

OTHER COMMITTEE BUSINESS: Planning Commission Board – Mayor’s Appointment of 

Shanna Cook 

 Mayor Luke, “Also at this time, we have a couple of open positions that I would like to make an 

appointment to, and I would like to appoint Shanna Cook to the Planning Commission Board for a term 

that would expire the first council meeting in May of 2027. 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to ratify the Mayor’s appointment of Shanna Cook as a member 

of the Planning Commission Board, which will expire the first council in May of 2027.” Council Member 

Van Horn, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion 

carried, 6:0. 

 

OTHER COMMITTEE BUSINESS: Decision Making Authority Board – Mayor’s Appointment of 

Julie Dawson 

 Mayor Luke, “Also, we have an open position on the Decision Making Authority Board as our last 

business member retired, and we need to fill that spot. And I would like to appoint Julie Dawson as a 

member of the Decision Making Authority Board, which will also expire at the first council in May of 2027. 
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 Council Member Van Horn, “I move to ratify the Mayor’s appointment of Julie Dawson as a member 

of the Decision Making Authority Board, which will expire the first council in May of 2027.” Council 

Member Mays, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion 

carried, 6:0. 

Mayor Luke, “We'll let them know tomorrow.” 

RESOLUTION 2026-05 — Reinvestment Housing Incentive District 

 Mayor Luke, “Under Licenses, Ordinances and Resolutions, we have Resolution 2026-05, RHID, 

which is… Do you want to go through that, Philip (City Attorney Wright)? This is just the project for the 

housing by the school.” 

 City Attorney Wright, “Yeah. I mean, I honestly don't know a whole lot about the RHID (Reinvestment 

Housing Incentive District) stuff. I think the information was sent out for you guys to review it. As far as I 

understand, it looks okay to me. My understanding is it only affects just those lots that are being developed, 

so it's not expanding to anybody else.” 

 Mayor Luke, “And it's basically so that he (Chris Faimon) can make application for the RHID and that 

we recognize the fact that it's going to be there as something that's approved.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “I move to adopt Resolution 2026-05, a Resolution making certain 

findings and determinations as to the need for housing within the City of Burlington, Kansas and setting 

forth the legal description of real property proposed to be designated as a Reinvestment Housing 

Incentive District within the city.” Council Member Shove, “I second the motion.” Hearing no 

discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 6:0. 

Mayor Luke, “We'll process the paperwork.” 

Council Member Strawder, “Is there a letter of support or something that goes along with that?” City 

Clerk Brown, “Yes.” Mayor Luke, “Yes.” Council Member Strawder, “Do we need a vote on that, or is that 

just included?” Mayor Luke, “No, it just goes with it.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” Mayor Luke, 

“They just need to have things on file. We have to include the motions we made during the meeting and 

that kind of stuff like that.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” 

 

 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT: Update 

General:  Mayor Luke, “Philip, anything on the legal side?” City Attorney Wright, “Nothing for me.” 

Mayor Luke, “Okay. Before we go into—” 

Council Member Van Horn, “You came on to do nothing?” City Attorney Wright, “I wouldn’t say I’m 

doing nothing. We just don't have anything for me to talk about.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

REPORT BY CITY OFFICERS: 

Mayor Luke, “Before we go into the budget discussion that we're going to have, is there anything the 

governing body wants to bring before us?” 
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Council Member Strawder, “So I had a question. I wasn’t going to jump in on just one of the 

departments because it's multiple: Electric (Department) and Water (Department) and them. So, on these 

line locates, I understand it's kind of a unique situation now that we just happen to be flooded with it, but 

is there anything to take away on how we're doing them, like staffing-wise, or is there a different approach?” 

Superintendent Hawkins, “Just whoever we can put in front of them.” Council Member Strawder, “I just 

didn't know if maybe there couldn’t be something learned so that if this does happen again, you know, if 

there's another way to look at it.” Superintendent Hawkins, “I mean we just are keeping up with staffing as 

best as we can and do what's available and it's the way we go.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” 

Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah, because, I think, what, last time Shayla (Administrative Assistant 

Befort), there were like 25 (line locates) that came in in one day? You never know. It could be one or two, 

and then more.” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “So that's the bad thing—” 

Council Member Strawder, “I just didn't know if there was—I mean, again, I know you're getting an 

influx, and that obviously takes away from their day-to-day work as well.” Superintendent Hawkins, 

“Sure.” 

Superintendent Schneider, “You have to separate one or two guys, and just let them take care of it. 

Yeah, we don't have any future planning; it's just, as they show up to Shayla's email, she prints them off for 

us.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” 

Mayor Luke, “Anything else? Okay, you (City Clerk Brown) can go through your Clerk's report, and 

then we'll work on the budget.” City Clerk Brown, “Okay.” 

 

 

CITY CLERK:  Update   

General:  City Clerk Brown, “City Hall personnel have just been busy preparing meter readings for 

utility billings, work orders, preparing vouchers for bill paying and payroll, and minutes for council 

meetings.” 

Level Pay:  City Clerk Brown, “Laura (Utility Billing Supervisor Riccobono) has been working on the 

new level pays. They will be going out in September with the effective date of October billing.” 

Building Restoration Loan:  City Clerk Brown, “I did have a lady from downtown, a business person, 

that came to me, inquiring about our downtown restoration loan. We have a $5,000 one, and we have up to 

$10,000. She would like the larger amount. There's quite a process to go through. She did take an 

application; we went through it. She did take an application, but I have not heard anything back from her 

yet.” 

Interviews:  City Clerk Brown, “On Monday morning, I did sit in on the Police Department interview, 

and then I sat in, in the afternoon, on two Water Department interviews.” 

2027 Budget:  City Clerk Brown, “The majority of my time has been working on the budget.” 

Trash Services:  City Clerk Brown, “I also did want to just kind of throw this out for future discussion. 

I did visit with another trash company. I was very impressed with them. I would like to possibly bring that 

up for discussion on how we want to look at our trash company and where to go from there; how to proceed 

forward. 

“Republic Waste, we do have to give a six-month notice, so I wanted to put that out there.” Council 

Member Van Horn, “And their contract renews when?” City Clerk Brown, “At the end of every year. And 

that's all I have for that.” 
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Calls/Inquiries:  City Clerk Brown, “Normal duties, calls, and inquiries.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

CITY CLERK: 2027 Budget 

Mayor Luke, “Okay. We'll go to budget.” City Clerk Brown, “Okay.” 

Mayor Luke, “Are there any questions that have come up that you guys are looking for answers for 

directly or going into the revisions that have been made? (No questions were asked.) Okay. 

City Clerk Brown, “I did give you a copy of the finances, just the expenditures on this. This time I did, 

and mainly just did this with the General Fund because of how we separate it on the budget. So, if you look 

at it, on the inside, I have marked out these marks here. This is what makes up the Salary line items in those 

budgets, so I have them marked there. And then I have the Commodities also. Everything else, other than 

the Capital for the General and the Public Transfers, everything else is what makes up the Contractuals. 

“So, you can look at the line items and see what they are, what they're used for, and why that number 

is large. So that is usually just the normal day-to-day functioning to do business. So that's what those are. I 

just thought, I don't know how many of you probably really know that about those line items, so that would 

help you there. The revenue departments, we just kind of lumped them all together by department, so I 

didn't need to separate those like that. 

“So, first off, I guess we'll just—the first couple of pages stayed the same; nothing changed there. I did 

kind of change some up in the transfers, but that's just within house. So, if you go to page six, which is the 

General Fund, there again, I just kind of outlined… I want to go to (page) 6A; that's what I want to go to, 

the expenditures. On this one, I went through and cut like I was asked to. The Police Department, just let 

me say, to start with, the numbers on the Police Department to start with were way off. I don't know how I 

even came up with that figure. So, the initial Contractuals for the Police Department should have been…it 

was $19,000 something is what it should have been. That should have been $196,172 is what the 

Contractuals should have been. 

“But what we typically do on the budget is if you will look at, I don't know if you ever considered the 

center column, which is the current budget that we're in. So, there are numbers that had already been 

approved for 2026. So, when we move that column over, I look at those numbers, and that's where I start 

cutting. I look at the previous year and see what we did do, and then look at what we are going to possibly 

do this year and where I can cut. So, when that budget year is moved over, it's always cut in areas as well. 

So, then that also helps your carryover for the following year. 

“So, with cutting 2027 where we were at, I did cut the General’s salaries $4,688. The Contractuals were 

cut $5,230, and Commodities were cut $1,260 for a total of $11,178. So that was just different things within 

each one of those expenditures. Police Department: salaries, I cut $1,893. We had some big changes on that 

because we changed job descriptions, which included pay raises, and then with hiring the new hire also, so 

that amount is lower. Contractuals: I did cut from what should have been the original number, $9,865. 

Commodities were cut $1,900 for a total of $13,658. Streets: salaries were cut $6,345. Part of that was due 

to the fact that we had a big retirement in 2025, which affected some of 2026's stuff, so things were high. 

So, I needed to remember to bring that back down, so I was able to do that. Contractuals, $1,654. 

Commodities were cut $2,500 for $10,499. Parks: salaries were reduced by $4,135. Contractuals was 

$5,192, and no changes for the Commodities for…I didn’t add that up…$9,327. 
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“The issue I see with it—I know it needed to be cut in 2027, but when you cut that so harshly as well, 

when you move it over the next year, you don't have nearly as much to cut, and then therefore that affects 

your carryover for the following year as well, which could cause you to have to raise your taxes even more. 

So yes, even though I was still working on it, and I’m going to be going through that process and seeing 

how I could reduce that, I just want you to be aware of how all of that is affected.” 

Council Member Strawder, “I'm just looking at some of the numbers on the Street Department 

Contractuals. So, I'm looking at the three rows for 2025 actuals for $64,000 and whatever, the estimate for 

2026 is $109,000, and then the proposed budget for 2027 is $140,000. What's the big gain on that one, to 

be two years more than doubling the estimate?” City Clerk Brown, “It just depends on what work they will 

be doing, because a lot of that doesn't come out of—although they do have other funds to pull from too, 

they have a lot of street repairs, different things that they have to have come out of there. So, if you'll go 

through and look through your financial (sheet) that I gave you, that kind of shows where that money goes, 

although it's not telling you why this number is bigger; it's just... I was trying to think what's coming out of 

that for next year.” 

Council Member Mays, “You’re on Streets?” City Clerk Brown, “Yes.” Council Member Mays, “Was 

there a vehicle coming out of that?” City Clerk Brown, “Well, the vehicles come out of the regular General 

Fund because these departments do not have a capital outlay. So, we might have had a… I don't think I 

brought that paper in here that has what they're having for next year.” 

Superintendent Dauber, “We're looking at purchasing a truck next year.” City Clerk Brown, “Yes.” 

Superintendent Dauber, “That's a small dump truck to replace the one we have now that it's on its last leg. 

It'll be like an F550 with the dump add-on.” City Clerk Brown, “Sorry, I forgot to put that on here.” Council 

Member Shove, “You said a 550?” (Superintendent Dauber nodded in agreement.) 

City Clerk Brown, “Any other questions on those?” Council Member Strawder, “On the Parks 

Department Commodities? Again, I'm just looking at numbers; I'm just asking the questions. I mean, we 

went from actuals in 2025 at $6,700, estimate $11,500 for this year, and then going up to $15,260. Was 

there…?” City Clerk Brown, “You just… I'm sorry.” Council Member Mays, “Commodities? Is that what 

you said?” 

City Clerk Brown, “Yes. There again, I just was trying to reduce some of them; I just didn't reduce as 

much as others. It doesn't mean they're going to spend that, but I hate, like I said, to cut too much, because 

when you move it over, then you don't have anything to cut the next year. So, it doesn't mean that won't be 

adjusted next year.” 

Council Member Strawder, “Well, again, the only reason why I pulled those two out was just looking 

at the different departments, and, you know, like, for example, the Contractuals under the Police 

Department, and, you know, it makes sense, and the quantities that you're going to have increased with 

inflation and stuff like that. It just, it seemed like those maybe had a little bit bigger jumps, those two lines.” 

Council Member Shove, “Sure, sure. A sharper increase.” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah, bigger than 

what the other ones did.” 

Council Member Van Horn, “I think what he's asking is why it was almost double this year from last 

year on the Commodities on the Parks Department.” City Clerk Brown, “Well, and even actually last year's 

for 2026 for this year was higher, and that has been cut. It's just an estimate; we don't know what we're 

going to… And like I said, again, I just don't want to cut them too short, so that was one I just didn't cut as 

much. I understand what you're asking, but this $11,445, I just don't, you know, want to reduce them too 

much.” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah.” City Clerk Brown, “Just because that's what we're thinking 

we're going to spend doesn't mean we will spend that much.” 
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Mayor Luke, “Prior to the current revisions, we were at 43 mills?” City Clerk Brown, “I think so.” 

Mayor Luke, “And we're now at 36.5 (mills)?” City Clerk Brown, “Yes.” Council Member Van Horn, “Big 

increase there.” Mayor Luke, “And that represents about $50,000. 

“And we know how much the increases were for items in here that we had no control over, like KPERS 

and Workmen’s Comp and health insurance and all of the other insurances that we have to pay?” City Clerk 

Brown, “We never know exactly what those are going to be. We do allow 15% on the insurances. We allow 

15%-20% on KPERS or Blue Cross Blue Shield because we always know those are going to go up, so we 

try to allow extra for those to make sure that we are covered on that.” 

Mayor Luke, “And that's included all in the 36.5 (mills)?” City Clerk Brown, “Yes, yes.” Mayor Luke, 

“And that’s whatever we get in the mail saying, ‘Here is what the cost of it is.’” City Clerk Brown, “We 

always look at the insurance; we always look at what we paid the previous year, and we add 15%. And the 

same with whatever we're paying now for, like, Blue Cross Blue Shield and KPERS. KPERS usually lets 

us know fairly early what they're going to increase.” Mayor Luke, “And we'll get that when?” City Clerk 

Brown, “I don't know when theirs comes in, but theirs usually comes in before the end of the year before 

we even start budget stuff, so we will let you know about that one ahead of time. 

“But we've also had some extra increases, like, a lot of the services. Compliance One, they went up on 

their individual prices per person, plus their drug testing that they do, that also went up. I mean, that one 

wasn't a lot, about $200 annually. T-Mobile, which we did for the Police Department cell phones, that was 

called a Hero Program. They didn't use to charge us for that. They are now starting to charge us. That is 

going to be a little over $5,000 a year. Other big expenses coming for the Police Department, too, are the 

cameras for around the building; they need to replace those. There was one other thing wasn't there for next 

year for you, Mike (Chief Roney)?” 

Council Member Van Horn, “Well, we need cameras, but what about the two new vehicles? There were 

two different vehicles.” City Clerk Brown, “Those are included in the cost for the truck, too.” Chief Roney, 

“I don't know off the top of my head.” 

City Clerk Brown, “And of course, as usual, the insurance is going to go up, so. Wages increase every 

year, so we allow for that.” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah. The Capital Outlay for the Governing Body? 

Can you go over what exactly that is? Is that, like, I mean I see it covers like HVAC and soffit stuff, but—

” City Clerk Brown, “The Capital Outlay is, that's where we do pay for the trucks, the vehicles out of it, 

too. There's always a little bit. There are two different ones. So, if we have something else come up, like 

we have the HVACs, part of that money is for that, too. So, that can be used for capital improvements if 

the Governing Body sees fit that there's something; they can have a little bit of say in that, too. But it also 

determines how much is put in the capital for automobiles. 

“So, this year we budgeted for $60,000 for a vehicle, and that left $30,000 in the capital improvements 

to use, however we might need to use it. Like, we also have the water loss thing this year.” Council Member 

Strawder, “Yeah.” City Clerk Brown, “So, part of that went to that.” Council Member Strawder, “But going 

from 2026 to 2027, I see the $58,000 for the estimate of 2026 went up to $95,000 for the budget for 2027. 

That's what I was kind of curious on.” 

City Clerk Brown, “Well, you can look at 2025; we didn't purchase anything.” Council Member 

Strawder, “Yeah, I see that 2025 was low.” City Clerk Brown, “Yes, we didn't purchase anything there. 

This year, I already know we purchased the truck, so that's what’s spent. So that’s what we're allowing for 

the truck next year that we know we're going to have, plus the $30,000 for the other capital improvements.” 

Council Member Mays, “What truck is that?” City Clerk Brown, “That's another vehicle for the PD (Police 

Department).” Council Member Mays, “The PD one?” City Clerk Brown, “Yes. Anything else on that one, 

on the General budget?” 
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Council Member Strawder, “And to clarify on the salary stuff, because those were just, I mean, we’ll 

need room in there, so we're not actually limiting any increases or anything like that, are we?” City Clerk 

Brown, “Actually, I was instructed to decrease. We usually allow 5% for the merit increase. I was instructed 

to drop that back to 3%.” Council Member Mays, “So, we had been budgeting up to 5%?” City Clerk 

Brown, “Yes, we budget 5% for the CPI, but we usually, typically go with whatever the state gives us. We 

allow 5% for the merit increase. It doesn't mean everybody gets that. It just allows for that. And then we 

figure not everybody gets 80 hours of overtime, but we will pay up to 80 hours of overtime. Or it can be 

moved to comp.” 

Mayor Luke, “Any other questions?” City Clerk Brown, “Everything else pretty much stayed the same. 

I did look at the Special Liability. I did raise it. That is our Special Liability for our insurance. I did increase 

that because we were low. We were a little low last year, so I brought that up to meet what we really needed 

for that. Other than that, everything pretty much stayed the same. 

“There again, your General budget is the biggest one that affects the tax levy. That's why I mainly 

focused on that because the other ones, as you'll see, I have written on those where the money comes from 

for those other funds and what it has to be spent for. Would you like me to go through those, anybody?” 

Mayor Luke, “I don’t think that would be of benefit.” City Clerk Brown, “No.” Mayor Luke, “Because 

it's not anything that's affecting the mill levy.” City Clerk Brown, “Yes. Anything else?” 

Mayor Luke, “Okay. Any other questions/comments? In any case, we will still be looking at a Revenue 

Neutral Rate hearing, but we're down to 36.5 mills, basically, from the previous rate. Are there any other 

comments? We'll just move forward and plan on it and use this as our base, and we'll have this when we go 

to a hearing. Alright, then we'll consider the budget as prepared, and this is what we'll go into the hearing 

with.” Council Member Curtiss, “Okay.” Mayor Luke, “36.544. 

“Anything else to come before the Governing Body?” 

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Luke declared the meeting adjourned. 

 Approved by Governing Body and signed by Anne C. Brown, City Clerk 


