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BURLINGTON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION 7-1-2026 

City of Burlington Governing Body met in Regular Session at City Hall’s address, 1013 N. 4th Street, 

Burlington, Kansas, at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, July 1, 2026.  Mayor Luke called the meeting to order. 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL:   Stan Luke, Mayor  

Council Members present: 

 Jerilyn Curtiss (President of Council)    Maxi Berryman    Cara Mays  

 Lila Van Horn     Nathan Strawder     George Shove  

Superintendents Present:  

 Kevin Boyce (Parks)  Alan Schneider (Electric)   Kyle Dauber (Street) 

 Mike Roney (Chief of Police)  Danny Hawkins (Water/Wastewater)   

Also Present: 

 Anne Brown (City Clerk)  Shayla Befort (Administrative Assistant) 

 Philip Wright (City Attorney)  Jimmy Hugunin (Zoning/Grants Clerk) 

 Kerri Weltha (Deputy City Clerk) 

Media Present:  Mark Petterson (Coffey County Republican) 

VISITORS: Salli Stewart, Jay Hale, and Wade Bowie 

 Mayor Luke, “We have a couple of visitors. We’re glad to have you with us.”  

 

AGENDA:   Mayor Luke, “For the agenda this evening, I have just one item to add, and that is under 

finance: Claims Ordinance #2026-13, $367,029.21, and Payroll Ordinance #2026-14, $120,470.06, for a 

total of $487,499.27. Is there anything the Governing Body has to add to the agenda? Hearing none, I would 

accept a motion to approve the agenda as amended.”  

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to approve the agenda as amended.” Council Member Mays, “I 

second the motion.”  Motion carried, 4:0. 

MINUTES 6/17/2026:   Mayor Luke, “You have before you the draft minutes of our regular session of 

June 17, 2026. Are there any additions or corrections to those draft minutes?” Council Member Curtiss, 

“Nope.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to approve the draft minutes of June 17, 2026, as presented.” 

Council Member Berryman, “I second the motion.”  Motion carried, 4:0. 

 

APPOINTMENT – Salli Stewart – Plaza Theatre Fundraiser – Thank you 

 Mayor Luke, “Okay. Sally!” Sally Stewart, “I’m just here to thank you guys for letting us have our 

event downtown (referring to the Plaza Theatre Fundraiser held on Friday, June 19, 2026). We really 

appreciate all of your support. We especially appreciate all of these guys (Department Heads), your 

employees; they were so awesome. Every time we asked them for something, they were very willing to do 

it. Even when it was lightning like crazy, and we turned around, and there they were. And, you know, we’d 

ask them to turn on Christmas lights, and they’d do that. We are just so appreciative of everything that 

they’ve done, and we just couldn’t have done it without them, so I just wanted to come and say something 

positive. 

 “So, I think we raised a little over $6,400 in the two hours we were there, and we had a few—like the 

t-shirts that we sold ahead of time. So, a little over $6,400, which isn’t bad. If we had been able to be there 
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a couple more hours, we would have had a little bit more, but anyway, I think it went well. And maybe a 

good thing that came out of it, Chari (Chari Bauman, Chamber of Commerce Executive Director) and Jenny 

(Jenny Tatman, Coffey County Economic Development Director) have offered to help Pam (Scott) a little 

bit with maybe trying to get some grants and helping her with that. So, I think that's another good thing that 

came out of it.” Council Member Curtiss, “Thank you.” Salli Stewart, “So anyway, thank you, guys, all. I 

appreciate it.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” Council Member Curtiss, “Thank you, Sally.” 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

 Mayor Luke, “Okay. Jay (Hale), anything?” Jay Hale, “Just a reminder that we'll have a church service 

Saturday at Kelley Park prior to the fireworks and the concert. It will be at 4:30 in the afternoon.” Mayor 

Luke, “Okay.” Council Member Curtiss, “I'll come if I'm back.” Mayor Luke, “And that was songs and a 

short sermon, right?” Jay Hale, “Well, songs, yes. But I'm preaching, so I'm not sure how short the sermon 

will be.” Council Member Curtiss, “Well, we can sing the songs and leave.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” 

 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT: Distribution Update 

General:  Superintendent Schneider, “So, on the distribution side, we’re still doing many line locates, 

doing some tree trimming, doing some normal line maintenance, and we've had a few customer service 

requests that we were able to work on as well.” 

 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT: Production Update 

General:  Superintendent Schneider, “Over on the production side, they're doing normal plant 

maintenance, completing plant reports, completing and sending reports to KPP (Kansas Power Pool) 

Energy, and they've been spraying the substations for weed control. And that's all I have.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER:  Distribution Update 

 General:  Superintendent Hawkins, “Well, I've got to apologize. Evidently, I lost my report, but I'm 

going to try to do this off of what I can remember. We’ve been doing line locates, work orders, customer 

calls, and inquiries.” 

 Flushing Hydrants:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We've been out flushing fire hydrants on dead ends 

and around town as well to keep the water fresh.” 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER:  Production Update  

 Training:  Superintendent Hawkins, “Chris (Senior Plant Operator/Mechanic and I went over to the 

dredging for Tuttle Creek.  Because of the rain that they had in there, we got to see the dredger, but we 

didn't get to see it in operation. We asked a lot of questions. It was a very interesting deal. They’re doing 

hydrosuction dredging. That’s what's going to actually come to John Redmond Reservoir. We asked the 

question of when it would happen, and they're telling us 2027, possibly 2028. I was a little confused. They 
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had a date planned, but they don't have the funding for it yet, so that was interesting. But anyways, so, you 

know, we asked simple questions like, ‘How is it going to affect the drinking water, how much the pH 

changes, turbidities, alkalinities, hardnesses, and all of those things?’ And they really didn't have any 

answers for us because they're going to wait until the data comes from Tuttle Creek and then give it over to 

their engineers. So, I contacted our engineers to let them know as well. So, they're going to reach out to 

Tuttle Creek's engineers, too, to get, kind of, a feel of what our impact is going to be. Obviously, we're a 

lot closer than any of the water systems that are downstream. of Tuttle Creek. John Redmond is only roughly 

four or five miles, so we'll see how that goes. So, it was a very interesting meeting to attend, and there were 

a lot of people there.” 

 Lift Station Repairs:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We've been spending a lot of time out working on lift 

stations. You've probably seen us out running back and forth between them and then adjusting the 

transducers, floats, cleaning out check valves; just a lot of maintenance on them. So, they're up and going 

really well right now.” 

 Water Leak:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We did have a water leak at 15th and Housatonic (Street). One 

of the contractors ended up hitting our waterline out there, so we responded as fast as we could. I was proud 

of the guys. They did a great job. We got it up and going. We flushed for quite a while afterwards to make 

sure that there were no issues with the water. We got that done.” 

 Equipment Repair:  Superintendent Hawkins, “Our telehandler ended up blowing a seal out of it, so 

we ended up getting a hold of Darrin Birk. Huge hats off to him. He got the cylinder kits and everything 

for it that weekend. We took it over, and Monday morning, we were able to pick it up, so I'm very pleased 

with that. So, now he's working on our backhoe. Our extendahoe part is having some issues with the barrel 

and the hydraulics on it, so they're working on getting it done.” 

 Thank You:  Superintendent Hawkins, “And other than that, we have been trucking rock. The guys 

have been going over, and I want to thank Kyle (Superintendent Dauber) for letting us use his dump truck. 

So, the guys have been going over to Hartford, picking up AB3, and filling up our bays over there, too.” 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER:  Waiver of Annexation  

 Superintendent Hawkins, “And then the only other thing I have is the waiver of annexation for Jeremiah 

Simmons. He came to me quite some time ago and asked if he could have water on his property. He also 

asked if he could have sewer, and sewer is not an option for him in that floodplain. I understand that you 

all weren't sure what to do, and I apologize that I wasn’t here for that. But anyway, basically what we'll do 

is we'll tie into the existing waterline that's there by 2nd Street and go over and set it right on the property 

boundary line like our ordinance reads. The only thing that we will require of him, the same as what we've 

done with any properties that are in a floodplain, is they will have to install a backflow preventative device. 

So, in case something were to happen, it's another form of protection to keep the City's water supply safe. 

But other than that, that's what I have got on the waiver of annexation for that.” 

 Council Member Berryman, “I move to approve the Waiver of Annexation (Application and Permit 

for Water Service Outside the Corporate Limits of the City of Burlington, Kansas) for Jeremiah Simmons 

for 0 S. 3rd Street, Burlington, Kansas.” Council Member Curtiss, “I second the motion.” Hearing no 

further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 4:0. 

 Superintendent Hawkins, “That’s all I’ve got.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 
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 Mayor Luke, “Okay. Does anyone have any questions for Danny (Superintendent Hawkins)?” Council 

Member Van Horn, “I do.” Superintendent Hawkins, “Yes?” Council Member Van Horn, “This will just 

show my ignorance about how far our water goes, but I did read in the paper that the County had approved 

a development at 75 (highway) and 50 intersection, and I wondered if that's going to have any effect on our 

water operation. I don't know if our lines go that far.” Superintendent Hawkins, “Through Rural Water 

District #3, they have lines that supply partially out there, the way I'm understanding it, to Rural Water 

District #3. But I don't know the mapping; I don't know their system or anything outside the city limits, but 

I guess I'm not aware that they allowed some development. That's news to me.” Council Member Van Horn, 

“I just read it in the paper. That’s all I know.” Superintendent Hawkins, “Yeah, I don't know. I wish I knew 

that answer. I don't know whether it will affect us or not, but I mean, it depends on—do they know how 

many gallons a day, or was any of that provided?” Mayor Luke, “No. It's just residential at this time.” 

Superintendent Hawkins, “Well, if it's residential, then it’s probably not going to have much impact on us.” 

Mark Petterson, “It's like up to 14 homes.” Council Member Mays, “How many did you say?” Mark 

Petterson, “Fourteen.” 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT: Update 

 General:  Superintendent Dauber, “We've been doing normal duties of vehicle and equipment 

maintenance.” 

 Spraying Weeds:  Superintendent Dauber, “We started spraying weeds here a week or so ago, trying to 

catch up on bindweed spraying.” 

 Alleys and Ditches:  Superintendent Dauber, “We've been doing a lot of alley work.” 

 Ditches:  Superintendent Dauber, “And we've been digging ditches again, trying to get caught back up 

on that.” 

 Street Improvement Project:  Superintendent Dauber, “We’ve also been assisting Killough 

Construction with anything they've needed. They finished the tear-out over here on Cross Street and moved 

over to Housatonic Street on Monday and had it completely torn out already, and they're finishing the final 

grade and leveling on it to get ready for hotmix, hopefully, at the beginning of next week, if not the middle 

of next week. Cross Street, they started laying asphalt this morning. They didn't quite get an entire base 

level done today. They had some trucking issues. I would like to say as long as everything goes well and 

the weather holds, they should be pretty close to having Cross Street tied up by Friday. Like I said, weather-

dependent, and barring any major catastrophes. And that's all I have.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

 Mayor Luke, “Okay. Any questions for Kyle (Superintendent Dauber)?” Council Member Berryman, 

“Kyle, I have a question. Not about what you said, but our stop sign that has the blinky lights (LED lights) 

on it.” Superintendent Dauber, “Yes, ma'am.” Council Member Berryman, “I was in Fredonia a couple of 

weeks ago, and all of their stop signs have blinky lights, and it seemed to be very effective at the four-way 

stops. Would that be beneficial for us? I'm thinking, like with the blackout that we had, you know, even in 

inclement weather, would it help us?” Superintendent Dauber, “I don't know the answer to that. We did put 

that one up first to kind of see if it was going to help. We were having issues with people stopping at that 

side of that intersection. With the price difference between the LED stop sign and a regular stop sign, we 

didn't want to put more of them up if we weren't going to see a change in a traffic pattern.” 

 Chief Roney, “We're still stopping cars for running that stop sign.” Superintendent Dauber, “So, it 

comes down to are people going to stop, whether there are blinking lights there or not.” Council Member 



BOOK 27 

July 1, 2026 

 

P a g e  | 384 

 

Berryman, “I was thinking more for visibility in bad weather.” Superintendent Dauber, “Right.” Council 

Member Berryman, “Fredonia loves all theirs. Thank you.” Superintendent Dauber, “I just know that they're 

awfully pricey to go through and try to put them in for every stop sign in town.” Council Member Berryman, 

“No, I was just saying at the four-way.” Superintendent Dauber, “Oh, okay.” Council Member Berryman, 

“Yeah, not all the other ones. But because of the heavy amount of traffic. When it's heavy, it's heavy.” 

Superintendent Dauber, “Yeah.” Council Member Berryman, “Thank you.” Superintendent Dauber, 

“You’re welcome.” 

 Council Member Van Horn, “I had a citizen ask me today if we're spraying for mosquitoes yet, and if 

not, why not? Because she said she usually sees them, she told me when, and she said she hadn't seen them.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “That's Kevin (Superintendent Boyce).” Superintendent Dauber, “That would be 

Kevin.” Superintendent Boyce, “We will be starting next week.” Council Member Van Horn, “Okay, thank 

you.” 

 Superintendent Boyce, “So, with all the rains and stuff that we've had, the water's been moving. So, I 

set out about every evening, and I haven't had any issues with mosquitoes. And then with our mowers 

running through the grass every day, we haven’t had any issues there either. So, normally that's kind of 

what I base it off of, but now that the rain has kind of let up, I think we'll start seeing more activity with 

culverts sitting with water in them and stuff like that. So, I think we'll see an increase in it. So, next week 

is my plan to start.” Council Member Van Horn, “Well, I told her I thought the only thing that stopped the 

spraying was if it was too windy or something. It seems like you'd mentioned that that was a reason that 

you couldn't spray.” Superintendent Boyce, “Well, when I start noticing it. I mean, it's been cool, and water 

in the ditches has been moving, so I haven't noticed any mosquitoes.” Council Member Van Horn, “Okay, 

thank you. And thanks for jumping in when I was in the wrong department.” 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Update 

 Fourth of July:  Chief Roney, “As of today, July 1st, fireworks are allowed to be set off in the city. July 

1st through the 5th, 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. So, we're going to start hearing that. And that's per our 

ordinance.” 

 Personnel – New Hire:  Chief Roney, “Officer Kameron Brown started Monday. He's doing well. He's 

only had a couple of days on and then had some days off. I was going to try to have him here, but he had a 

prior engagement.” 

 General:  Chief Roney, “Officers have been busy with domestics; a lot of people are fighting. They've 

been conducting traffic stops, citations have been issued, welfare checks, assist citizen calls, non-injury 

accidents, medical assist calls, agency assist calls, dog-running loose calls, civil disputes, commercial 

alarms, road hazards, phone harassment calls, and follow-up on nuisance properties.” 

 County Assist:  Chief Roney, “Some of the bigger calls: I got called out the other night around 10:30 

p.m. The County had a chase come into the county, turned south on 75 (highway), headed towards 

Burlington. We set up and waited for them. They ended up shutting it down prior to Burlington, safely. No 

damage, no injuries.” 

 Activities/Cases:  Chief Roney, “Worked a pretty good domestic today. Worked some theft cases and 

shoplifting cases on Monday. We had some out-of-towners coming in.” 

 Nuisance Properties/Nuisance Vehicles:  Chief Roney, “Nuisance property, the trailer house in the 

700 block of Alleghany, they've got it torn out, and he's getting the land leveled off and doing some work 

there. The house on Hudson, he has received his letter, but he has yet to call me. He has reached out to a 

neighbor wanting to sell the property to him for cheaper. I will be reaching out to him next week. Again, I 

called, but he's got a screening service on his phone, and he doesn't want to talk to me. The one on Willett, 
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I went and talked to him. Due to the issues going on with the neighbors, he had promised me that he would 

start getting stuff picked up and cleaned up, and he's yet to do so. I tried to follow up today, and nobody 

wanted to talk to me. So, I guess they don't like me anymore. And then a couple of those that I emailed late 

last week, work is getting done on those. Those are getting taken care of. Jimmy (Zoning Clerk Hugunin) 

is assisting with some of those, and work is in progress, and actually, it looks pretty decent. And that's all I 

have.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

 

PARKS DEPARTMENT:  Update  

 Mayor Luke, “Alright, Kevin (Superintendent Boyce), now you can finish your part.” 

 General:  Personnel have been doing normal duties: cleaning public buildings and restrooms, building 

and equipment maintenance, mowing, spraying weeds and grass in gravel areas. 

 Mowing:  Superintendent Boyce, “Mowing, again, has been taking up most of our time.” 

 Storm Damage:  Superintendent Boyce, “We’ve still been cleaning up a few tree limbs here and there 

from the storms.” 

 Beautification Project:  Superintendent Boyce, “In two of the concrete flower pots, we did replant 

some flowers in there last week. So, hopefully they'll take off and do fine.” 

 Fogging:  Superintendent Boyce, “And then on the mosquito fogging, we’ll start this coming week, 

and that is if the weather permits. The wind has to be above zero miles per hour and below 10 miles per 

hour. So, this week it wouldn't have worked. But that's all I have.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

FINANCE:  Claims Ordinance & Payroll Ordinance 

a. Claims Ordinance 2026-13      $ 367,029.21 

b. Payroll Ordinance 2026-14      $ 120,470.06 

  TOTAL      $ 487,499.27 

 CLAIMS 2026-13:  Council Member Curtiss moved to approve City of Burlington Claims Ordinance 

2026-13 for the amount of $367,029.21. Council Member Mays gave the second. Mayor Luke, “Anne 

(City Clerk Brown), do you have some highlights?” City Clerk Brown, “We have Burlington Construction, 

Inc. for $13,320.00, Core & Main for $5,946.24, Dave’s Pumping, LLC for $9,132.00, Kansas Power Pool 

(KPP) for $202,672.86, SEK Coop, Inc. for $23,866.93, Stanion Wholesale Electric Co., Inc. for $9,044.75, 

and Wheeler World Inc. for $28,430.92.” 

 Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Brown to poll Council for a 

vote. Mayor Luke declared, “Claims Ordinance 2026-13 passed unanimously, 4:0.” 

 PAYROLL 2026-14: Council Member Curtiss moved to approve City of Burlington Payroll 

Ordinance 2026-14 in the amount of $120,470.06.” Council Member Van Horn gave the second. 

Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Brown to poll Council for a vote. 

Mayor Luke declared, “Payroll Ordinance 2026-14 passed unanimously, 4:0.” 
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PLANNING & ZONING:  Update 

 General:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Normal duties.” 

 Nuisance Grass:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “And then on the nuisance grass, so far this year I've sent out 

42 10-day letters. Six of those have been courtesy letters. We still have a couple that need mowed. There 

are five yards, and I talked to Kevin (Superintendent Boyce) about one of them today because they were 

going to be on my countdown. So as of next week, they needed mowed. Three of them have been mowed. 

One, I'm going to have to have that mowed. The other one changed ownership in between all of this, so I've 

got to start all over with that. But during my round today, a lot of them are looking good. People are starting 

to get to their ditches. They're starting to dry up. There are still quite a few weeds and ditches out there, but 

they're getting them.” 

 Special Use for Water Retention Pond:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “The special use hearing for July 22nd, 

everything is in place for that. All of the notifications have been handled. So, we should be good there.” 

 City Hall HVAC:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “And if you see the new condensers sitting out here, that's 

part of the new AC systems we're getting. We're backing that up a little bit. They're ready to go, but they're 

also willing—and they understand, they thought it was a good idea—we're going to back it up to early fall 

because as soon as they come in, we have to cut the water supply to these to the geothermal, and we won't 

have any kind of climate control in here at all. And we don't know how long it would take. So, they agreed 

it would be better to do it in the early fall, when we don't have to run the heater or the AC.” 

 Purplewave:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “And then I don't know if Danny (Superintendent Hawkins) has 

looked lately, but he's got the backhoe (referring to the 1994 Backhoe that council approved Superintendent 

Hawkins to advertise for sale on Purplewave.com on May 20, 2026) on Purplewave. It ends July 7th, and as 

of right now, it's up to $7,600, so it's doing pretty well. It looked like a little bit of a bidding war today, and 

I expect by the 7th it will probably go up quite a bit.” 

 Nuisance Grass:  Mayor Luke, “Do people get a letter for their ditches if the rest of it's done?” Zoning 

Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah! Not all of these are just yards. Some of them are ditches. And some of these are 

weed eating.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, Yeah.” Mayor Luke, “Well, over on 6th and 

Cumberland, they don't have ditches, but they mowed everything except around trees and shrubs.” Zoning 

Clerk Hugunin, “And he's been called.” Mayor Luke, “Oh, okay. Alright.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Every 

property that they own that they mow, I have to tell them to go back and weed eat.” Mayor Luke, “You’ve 

got to do the same thing?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yep.” Mayor Luke, “Yeah. Okay.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

 Mayor Luke, “Any questions for Jimmy (Zoning Clerk Hugunin)?” Council Member Van Horn, “And 

there's nothing we can do about our habitual offenders, is there?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “I'm doing what 

I can. It's just that if they don't do it and we go mow it, then it gets assessed. So, that's $450. It’s a $300 an 

hour minimum, and $150 administrative fees. So, if they go mow, it's going to be $450 minimum. And 

we've done three this year. And one of them was not happy about it. They have the option to pay the bill, 

but if they don't pay the bill, then it gets assessed.” 

 Mayor Luke, “Question for you, Wade (Bowie), since you walked in. We have a piece of property that 

they haven't been paying taxes on, and they haven't mowed it or anything; we've had to. Is there a way we 

can get that on in the next sheriff’s sale? They haven't paid taxes since 2021.” Wade Bowie, “Talk to Richard 

Croll (Coffey County Treasurer).” Mayor Luke, “Richard?” Wade Bowie, “He's working with—the County 

uses Klenda Austerman out of Wichita. They don't charge the County; it’s assessed to the owner.” Mayor 

Luke, “Okay. So, Richard would be the one to talk to. Okay. I’ll get in touch with him then. I just didn't 

know who it was that we would necessarily talk to. Alright. Thanks.” Wade Bowie, “Good. No problem.” 
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 Council Member Van Horn, “Also, I wanted to mention that I called Jimmy (Zoning Clerk Hugunin) 

today because somebody called me about a problem, and he went to talk to them, and it feels like he got 

everything straightened out. So, thanks, Jimmy. I appreciate it.” Mayor Luke, “Okay.” 

 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT: Update 

 Mayor Luke, “Okay, well, Philip (City Attorney Wright) is not here, so we know there's nothing 

additional under legal to bring up.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

CITY CLERK:  Update   

 General:  City Clerk Brown, “City Hall staff has been busy with customers paying utility bills, work 

orders, preparing vouchers for accounts payable and payroll, and minutes for council meetings.” 

 Position Descriptions:  City Clerk Brown, “You do have a copy of job descriptions. You have a binder 

that has all the job descriptions in it, and since we have changed the Water Departments’, you need to 

replace your pages; that’s what these are for. So, take out the old ones and put the new ones in. So, that's 

what those are for.” 

 Reports:  City Clerk Brown, “You have a copy of the utility and sales tax revenue reports.” 

 Annual League Conference:  City Clerk Brown, “We do have registration open today for the Annual 

Conference for the League. If you would like to go, please let me know. I'll get you signed up and get hotel 

rooms and everything. It is October 8th-10th. It is a Thursday, Friday, and Saturday this time instead of a 

Sunday. Again, I encourage everyone to go. It's a good learning experience, lots of information there. So, 

let me know as soon as possible on that.” 

 City Hall - Closed:  City Clerk Brown, “Reminder that the City will be closed Friday in observation of 

July 4th.” 

 Work Session:  City Clerk Brown, “And then, as a reminder, we need to do the vote for the work 

session to follow the council meeting next council.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to have a work session after the conclusion of the council meeting 

on Wednesday, July 15, 2026, at City Hall.” Council Member Mays, “I second the motion.” 

 Mayor Luke, “We're doing this because on the 20th of July, we have to have everything to the County 

if we’re going to do a Revenue Neutral Rate variation. We will have to approve that in our regular meeting. 

I know it's before the work session, but if we choose not to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate, we just don't 

do a hearing. We just basically ignore what we've done.” Council Member Curtiss, “Okay.” Mayor Luke, 

“We just have to have it in place so we don't violate the process.” 

 Council Member Berryman, “Is there a time limit on the work session?” Council Member Curtiss, 

“We’re feeding you.” Council Member Berryman, “What?” Council Member Curtiss, “We’re feeding you. 

I’m making lasagna.” Council Member Berryman, “Oh! With salad?” Council Member Curtiss, “And 

Mike’s bringing garlic bread.” Mayor Luke, “I would say an hour and a half at the most.” Council Member 

Curtiss, “Okay.” Mayor Luke, “Because it'll be the main work session for the budget for the year.” Council 

Member Berryman, “Thank you.” Mayor Luke, “And it'll probably start 10 or 15 minutes after the council 

meeting. And you can eat while we're talking.” 
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 Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion unanimously carried, 4:0. 

 Mayor Luke, “We have the document that we have to have signed as well, so that it’s all—” City Clerk 

Brown, “…official.” Mayor Luke, “—official. Do you have anything else?” 

 Calls/Inquiries:  City Clerk Brown, “We’ve just had normal calls and inquiries.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 Council Member Van Horn, “So, I have a question, and maybe you don't know. Whatever happened 

with the mussels (referring to an agreement by the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks for the Safe 

Harbor Agreement Program regarding Zebra mussels)?” City Clerk Brown, “I haven't heard anything.” 

Council Member Van Horn, “That's been a while.” City Clerk Brown, “He (Trevor Starks, Kansas 

Department of Wildlife and Parks) will contact us when it's a go, so we’re just waiting to hear from him.” 

Council Member Van Horn, “That has been close to two years.” Mayor Luke, “Yeah.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “Do we need to say anything to Amber (Amber Presley, Coffey County 

Emergency Management) about coming and talking to us?” Mayor Luke, “That's in my report.” Council 

Member Curtiss, “Oh!” 

 Council Member Berryman, “And I was looking through the conference (agenda), that's one of the 

topics of the conference (Annual League Conference), is communication during an emergency.” Council 

Member Curtiss, “Yeah.” Mayor Luke, “That and property taxes will be big issues at the conference.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “So, I guess I have to take her (Council Member Berryman) along.” Council 

Member Berryman, “We'll put Philip (City Attorney Wright) on speed dial like we always do because I 

don't know what she'll do.” 

 City Clerk Brown, “That’s all I have.” Mayor Luke, “That’s all?” 

 

REPORT BY CITY OFFICERS: 

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 Mayor Luke, “Okay, anything the Governing Body wishes to bring before us? Okay, hearing none… I 

met with Amber (Presley) for, I don’t know, about an hour and a half one morning, and we have kind of 

established a process that their organization (Coffey County Emergency Management) does, and we will 

be included in it, when they have an emergency situation that they address in either a training session or 

whenever an emergency is bigger than just the City, they have the ability to just notify people within the 

city limits. They don't send out our messages to Leroy, Gridley, and all of them. If it's associated with water 

and it impacts the water districts, then the messages will go to them. 

 “They also have people who are trained in writing emergency messages so that it's legible and 

understandable, you know. And they also have people that are out during the emergencies that they will 

meet with the crews on-site, where they don't have to come off-site; they can briefly meet, they can then 

write up the report, and they will then send it to either Anne (City Clerk Brown) or me to verify that it has 

legal backing from the Governing Body. And then we can release that, and they will put it out, or we can 

initiate one ourselves if we know what's going on out in the field; we can initiate the report, and they will 

then put it out. But the key thing is that they will have somebody available, basically at all times, to send 

out a report in the middle of the night, whatever time we want, how often we want. And we kind of tied 

into how that would work so that we don't, you know, go from like 10:00 or 11:00 at night until you think 

people are getting up in the morning, and you want to send out a message; they will send them out 
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throughout the night.” Council Member Curtiss, “Okay. Good.” Council Member Berryman, “That sounds 

very good.” Mayor Luke, “Whenever we give them messages or whenever they feel, with their fieldwork, 

that they should be doing a message.” 

 Council Member Van Horn, “Will they—where is their contact? Is it like if you're signed up for alerts 

on other--?”  Mayor Luke, “It would go out just like it goes out for Facebook.” City Clerk Browm, “They 

have the Everbridge system.” Mayor Luke, “The Everbridge system.” Council Member Van Horn, “That’s 

what it is. I couldn't think of the name.” City Clerk Brown, “Yeah.” Mayor Luke, “Yeah.” City Clerk 

Brown, “Amber (Presley) is usually—” Council Member Van Horn, “So if people want to know, they need 

to sign up for Everbridge.” City Clerk Brown, “Yes.” Mayor Luke, “Yeah.” City Clerk Brown, “And you 

can select what you would like to be notified of.” Mayor Luke, “Yeah.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “And we've 

shared that link before on Facebook, and we can do it again.” Council Member Curtiss, “Yeah, that would 

be a good idea.” 

 City Clerk Brown, “I didn't realize they had one just for the City, though, either. I thought it just went 

out to the county, no matter what was sent, so that was—” Mayor Luke, “Well, they also got it to where 

they can send it out to Water District 2, they can send it out to Water District 3. I mean, if we've got a 

problem on 3 (RWD #3), people in 2 (RWD #2) aren't going to get the message. So, you know, they’ve got 

a lot more capability than I thought they had, with the ability to communicate. So, we'll take advantage of 

it. And there's no cost associated with it because it's funded.” Council Member Curtiss, “Well, good.” 

 City Clerk Brown, “So if we post something, I just contact Amber and then she'll share it.” Mayor Luke, 

“Yeah, I said, ‘Are you sure you want all these?’ She said, ‘I will accept phone calls from you and Anne 

(City Clerk Brown).’” Council Member Curtiss, “And Cara (Council Member Mays).” Mayor Luke, “Yeah. 

But that's where we sit with Amber. She didn't feel it was necessary to come to the meeting.” Council 

Member Curtiss, “Good. Well, thank you.”  Mayor Luke, “But we have the update, so we can do what we 

need to do. Okay. Alright. Anything else? 

 “I know a little bit about what they've got on the agenda for the annual conference (Annual League 

Conference), but I do know that the Board for the League is looking to have—I'll call it a motion or 

something—on property taxes to provide to the legislature, basically the day they start. So that they have 

our input at the start instead of us having to play defense after they've been at it for three to four weeks. 

That will be a big driver, and you've probably seen it in all the promotions for governors, and all of the 

different ways they think that they can control property taxes. 

 “Our meeting after council (July 15, 2026), on the budget, come prepared because we're going to have 

to make decisions at that meeting.” Council Member Mays, “Will we get some information beforehand?” 

City Clerk Brown, “It's probably just going to be then because we've gotten started later. Because the state 

didn't know what legislation was going to do, we did not get the workbooks until late to get started on 

them.” Council Member Curtiss, “Okay. No problem.” Mayor Luke, “And we got the stuff from the County, 

so we know what numbers to put in there.” City Clerk Brown, “Yeah.” Mayor Luke, “We can modify it, 

but the key thing is that we have to get a good, solid base as soon as we can. Hopefully, by the time that 

meeting is over, we'll know whether we're going to be below, at, or over the Revenue Neutral Rate, so we 

know what direction we're going to be taking at that point.” Council Member Curtiss, “Okay.” Mayor Luke, 

“I have nothing else.” 

 

Mayor Luke declared the meeting adjourned. 

Approved by Governing Body and signed by Anne C. Brown, City Clerk 


