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BURLINGTON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION 5-20-2026 

City of Burlington Governing Body met in Regular Session at City Hall’s address, 1013 N. 4th Street, 

Burlington, Kansas, at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 20, 2026.  Mayor Luke called the meeting to order. 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL:   Stan Luke, Mayor  

Council Members present: 

 Jerilyn Curtiss (President of Council)    Maxi Berryman    Cara Mays  

 Lila Van Horn     Nathan Strawder     George Shove  

Superintendents Present:  

 Kevin Boyce (Parks)  Alan Schneider (Electric)   Kyle Dauber (Street) 

 Mike Roney (Chief of Police)  Danny Hawkins (Water/Wastewater)   

Also Present: 

 Anne Brown (City Clerk)  Shayla Befort (Administrative Assistant) 

 Philip Wright (City Attorney)  Jimmy Hugunin (Zoning/Grants Clerk) 

 Kerri Weltha (Deputy City Clerk) 

Media Present:  Mark Petterson (Coffey County Republican) 

VISITORS: 

 

AGENDA:   Mayor Luke, “Let’s go into approving the agenda for this evening’s meeting. The only thing 

that I have is under finance: Claims Ordinance #2026-10, $384,607.89. We have Payroll Ordinance #2026-

11, $119,489.94, for a total of $504,097.83. Are there any other additions to the agenda? Hearing none, I 

would accept a motion to approve the agenda as amended.”  

 Council Member Strawder, “I move to approve the agenda as amended.” Council Member Curtiss, 

“I second the motion.”  Motion unanimously carried, 5:0. 

MINUTES 5/6/2026:   Mayor Luke, “You have before you the draft minutes for our regular session of 

May 6, 2026. Are there any additions or corrections to those draft minutes?” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to approve the draft minutes of May 6, 2026, as presented.” 

Council Member Shove, “I second the motion.”  Motion carried, 5:0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

  

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT: Distribution Update 

General:  Superintendent Schneider, “Well, I’ll start with we’re pretty much just out doing normal 

maintenance. Obviously, right now, with the mud, it’s going to delay some of those places we can get to.” 

New Service:  Superintendent Schneider, “The houses that are going to be built out here at the Meadows 

Addition, we do have the line extension transformers set and energized; we’re waiting for them now. So, 

we got that complete. The new house that’s being built south of Neosho on 15th Street by the 4 Rivers 

substation, we have the conduit into the home, but then the rain and the mud started, so once it dries up just 

a little bit, we’ll go back and put conductor in, and we’ll have that complete; that’ll just be part of the day. 

General:  Superintendent Schneider, “Like I said, we’ve just been doing normal maintenance.” 
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ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT: Production Update 

Reports:  Superintendent Schneider, “Over at the power plant, we’re still completing our necessary 

paperwork, in-house and what we send out to KPP (Kansas Power Pool) Energy and/or EIA (Energy 

Information Agency).” 

General:  Superintendent Schneider, “They’re just doing normal plant maintenance.” 

Generator Exercises:  Superintendent Schneider, “They’ve completed runs for the month on the plant 

generators. And just a reminder, we do get reimbursed for that fuel from KPP Energy with their new policy 

they have in place.” 

Generators:  Superintendent Schneider, “I talked last council about that we had our black start 

generator go down on us, and I was going to look for another path, should it be down and we not have our 

incoming transmission ties and need to start generation. Midstate was in late yesterday afternoon, and he’s 

pretty sure—he checked our power supply—and they’re going to have to rewrite some of the programming 

and software for that one generator. But we’re pretty sure, by the initial look, that we can make one of those 

units in the old plant a black start generator as well. I asked him to get us on the schedule, so about mid-

July, they will be back in Burlington to make the changes. So, we will have a backup black start at the 

power plant.” 

Outage:  Superintendent Schneider, “The outage that we had late Monday/early Tuesday morning, it 

affected what we call Circuit 4. It’s basically the downtown area, both sides of Neosho Street from the 

power plant, and all the way down to 5th and Neosho. And then that circuit also covers a good part of the 

northeast part of town, right over here. It doesn’t affect, like, the schools or the grocery store; that’s Circuit 

#1 and #2 that those are on.  

“Anyway, after finding our first tree branch across our phases up on the pole, we thought we were done 

and that we were going to have about an hour outage on that; that wasn’t the problem. So, at about, I think 

that was 8th and Hudson, on the northside alley there, where that creek runs through there behind that big 

old house they made into apartments, we had another tree limb fall out of the tree that’s at the creek. It got 

tangled up in our phases, and our system neutral. We got stuck badly in the bucket truck. We came within 

30 feet of even trying to reach this problem. 

“Long story short, three hours later, and cutting a tree limb off of our phases with the fiberglass long 

pole from the ground with a saw on the end of it, 40 feet in the air; about three inches at a time is about all 

that you can cut with this thing. We finally got it free from the tree because it was still attached to the tree, 

and then luckily, the knot it made was loose enough that we grabbed a hold of the limb that was still tied 

up in there, and we got it to slide to the west with the fiberglass pole. We dragged it there, and at that point, 

the customer on the north side of that easement/alley—whatever the heck it is—we just drove through the 

front yard.  

“Luckily, we didn’t tear up his yard too badly, but I did talk to him late yesterday afternoon. He was 

very understanding and appreciative. He just called me to see if it is his responsibility or the City’s to fix 

the damage that we did. I told him that as soon as that dries out, we will be back to correct whatever ruts, 

not only in his yard, but we tore the road ditch up terribly. 
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“We actually had to pull it out of the ditch, coming out, with another vehicle. It was not a fun night, but 

we got it working. Had we had proper access to that, and Kyle (Superintendent Dauber) and I visited today 

about making some improvements for us to be able to get our equipment in to do the necessary maintenance 

and repairs that we have to do. So, we’ll get to that as soon as it dries out again. We’ve got a plan for that, 

hopefully, somewhat in place. 

“After we got that done, we had one small service affecting issue on South 6th Street. We did that at 

about four o’clock that morning. We got that single residence addressed and went home. Before daylight, 

the Sheriff’s Department called me two more times. So, one lineman went out two more times after we had 

all quit for the night, but we got everything back, and the guys worked their butts off; they really did on 

that Hudson Street incident. They never gave up, and they never complained a bit.” 

Thank you:  Superintendent Schneider, “And thank you to Kyle. He was nice enough to see if we 

needed anything during all of this, and I took advantage of it. So, Kyle helped us until we got power back 

on, and I’m very thankful for that. And that’s all I have for an update, I believe.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER:  Distribution Update 

 General: Superintendent Hawkins, “Well, the staff have been doing normal duties of line locates, work 

orders, rereads, checking on all nine lift stations, flushing the water transducer, customer calls, and lots of 

inquiries.” 

 Flushing Hydrants:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We’ve also still been flushing dead-ends and fire 

hydrants around town. We’ll still keep doing that to keep the water fresh.” 

 Water Meter Install:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We did do a water meter installation between 7th and 

8th on Alleghany. We got that completed and got the meter set; that is done.” 

 Truck Bids:  Superintendent Hawkins, “As I reported at the last meeting, we’re going out for bids for 

a truck, so we will open the bids on the truck on June 2nd at 10:00 a.m. at City Hall.” 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER:  Production Update  

 Cleaning:  Superintendent Hawkins, “The staff has been going through, and they’ve organized the 

shop. It looks really good. I’m really pleased with what they’ve done; it’s very open now.” 

 Lift Station Repairs:  Superintendent Hawkins, “As Alan (Superintendent Schneider) stated, it was a 

late night for us too, and I thank those guys for getting the power back on for our lift stations. We had lift 

stations #1 and #6 down, so we were able to turn on our generator at #1, and we ran it. We pulled our 

portable generator out to #6, and we stayed on it until the power was back on. We got done about four in 

the morning and got out of here. So, that was a long night, but we managed to keep the pump stations 

going.” 

 Smoke Testing:  Superintendent Hawkins, “So, with that said too, that’s where we’ve been going 

around and doing external inspections from the road. We’re looking for anybody who has downspouts 

going down into the ground or sump pumps that are going into the ground. So, as we move forward with 

smoke testing in the near future, we’ve got an idea of what houses we’re curious about, and we want to 
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encourage everybody that if your sump pumps are hooked up to the sewer systems, you need to disconnect 

them now before we move forward with that, and any downspouts that might be attached to the sewer 

system. Because we’ve noticed on pump stations #3 and #6, we get a huge influx, and it takes us anywhere 

from 11 to 14 hours for them to pump down because we have such a huge influx of water. So, we’re working 

on that.” 

 Swimming Pool:  Superintendent Hawkins, “We did help the Rec Center (Burlington Recreation 

Center). Scot Jeffers needed our help with a motor pump. It wasn’t a big deal for us, but for them, they 

thought it was great. So, we went out and assisted them.” 

 

WATER AND WASTEWATER: Distribution Update 

 City Vehicle Sales:  Superintendent Hawkins, “The other thing that I have—there are several things 

that I’ve got tonight—our 1994 backhoe that we’ve had for a long time, it’s an older tractor. We have a 

new 580 Case that we purchased back in 2012, but we just thought that if we held on to that old tractor, we 

could use it more if we needed it. We put our jackhammer on it. We’ve used it occasionally over the years, 

but we’re not using it anything like what we thought we would do, and it’s getting harder and harder to 

justify keeping it, and it’s just sitting around. Now it’s starting to get leaks because we don’t use it, and we 

really don’t have any use for it. I would just like to ask permission if we could possibly put it on 

purplewave.com, and get that out of our inventory.” 

 Council Member Berryman, “I move to proceed with disposing of the 1994 Backhoe from the 

Water/Wastewater Department through advertising it for sale “as is” on purplewave.com.” Council 

Member Curtiss, “I second the motion.” Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. 

Motion carried, 5:0. 

 Superintendent Hawkins, “Thank you. And I’ll get with Jimmy (Zoning Clerk Hugunin), and I’ll call 

Purplewave and get that on there and get that taken care of.” 

 

WATER/WASTEWATER: Personnel – Approve Job Descriptions 

 Superintendent Hawkins, “The other item that I have this evening is a discussion on the job descriptions 

there at the water plant. Since the last 2.5-3 years, since we’ve had issues at the water plant and some 

problems that we’ve had, I’ve continued to keep, on purpose, myself, and I’ve had Chris Hammond, my 

foreman, stay within the plant and keep making good quality water. 

 “With that said, it’s kept him out of the field, which, you know, if we need him, we can still call him, 

but I keep him there as much as possible. I’ve been trying to take up the slack and do the outside supervisory 

stuff with it, plus doing my job and everything. But I’m to a point where I need help as far as I need a lead 

man in the distribution side to relieve some of the pressure, so that when I’m gone, it’s not such a strenuous 

deal. And the department just needs it; it’s been needing it for years. 

 “We’ve discussed it and discussed it, and so I’ve been working with an individual in-house, and he has 

already taken on a lot of the responsibility. And I’m not sure if I need to bring it up, but I’ve been working 

with Anne (City Clerk Brown), and we’ve gone over the job descriptions, we looked at the ordinances, 

making sure that—I’ll let you (City Clerk Brown) have it at this moment.” 

 City Clerk Brown, “So, in the personnel book, we do have the authority to change job descriptions and 

create a position if we need to, which we did create a Leadman-Distribution, so we did create that position 

for what he (Superintendent Hawkins) is asking for. We did go through all of the job descriptions, gave 

them a little bit different titles, and changed some of the verbiage in their job descriptions and what is 
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required of them. So, we did go through that; we went through all of them. The only one that we didn’t 

change was the supervisor’s position. We would like to recommend that those be approved.” 

 Member Berryman, “I move to approve the amended Water/Wastewater Department job descriptions 

as presented.” Council Member Curtiss, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke 

called for a vote. Motion unanimously carried, 5:0. 

 City Clerk Brown, “And this was discussed with the committee (Water Committee), so they were well 

aware of it also.” 

 

WATER/WASTEWATER: Personnel – Leadman-Distribution 

 City Clerk Brown, “So, then our second motion we have is that Danny (Superintendent Hawkins) would 

like to recommend Cody Cowan for that position, to move him from Water/Wastewater Non-Certified 

Operator to Leadman-Distribution, and put his wage as the same as the Foreman above; so, his wage scale, 

and recommend a raise for him to $29.90.” 

 Council Member Berryman, “I make a motion to move Cody Cowan from Water/Wastewater Non-

Certified Operator to Leadman-Distribution at the hourly rate of $29.90, effective May 23, 2026.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “I second the motion.” Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. 

Motion unanimously carried, 5:0. 

 Superintendent Hawkins, “Thank you, and I appreciate that, and I know that it will help out in the 

department.” City Clerk Brown, “And we do have an ordinance (Ordinance 925) to approve that too, and 

we’ll do that a little later on in the meeting.” Superintendent Hawkins, “Thank you again. I don’t have 

anything else unless you have something to ask me.” 

  

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 Council Member Strawder, “So, along the lines of doing this revision and stuff—and I know it’s been 

mentioned before, you know, workload and everything. Has it been evaluated if there needs to be additional 

staff?” Superintendent Hawkins, “Oh yeah. We’ve been evaluating the workload for quite a while, but 

we’ve just always taken up the slack for it. That’s the reason why I’m not trying to create a new position; I 

want to do it internally. It’s just the insistence that it’s going to be given at the department, so that when 

there are times that people take a vacation, comp time, or anything like that that’s out there, it takes some 

of that load off in the field.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “Yeah. So, then with these changes, you don’t believe another body in the 

department is needed?” Superintendent Hawkins, “I don’t believe at this time because with the plant 

upgrades and with better options as far as automation coming, we can still have what we refer to as floaters 

that would come from distribution and over to the plant—because what I don’t want to do is I don’t want 

to stress them and say, ‘Guys, every third week you’re working.’ I want a five-week rotation like what we 

used to have.” Council Member Strawder, “Right.” 

 Superintendent Hawkins, “I don’t want my guys burning out and saying, ‘I’m here all of the time. I live 

here.’ I want to keep that rotation, and that’s the reason why we went through the job descriptions. I still 

want to make sure that even with the leadman (Leadman-Distribution) now, they’re still certified I (Class 

I) in Wastewater, and they’re also certified as a Class III because, as people retire or they move or they quit, 

you want your guys to be able to move up the ladder and have the opportunity to improve. And right now, 

where it is, I’ve gotten almost everybody ready. Most of them are certified now in Wastewater; I’ve got a 

couple more left, but now I’ve got the whole rest of the crew that is getting ready to come in and be Class 

III. So, here shortly, we will have almost everybody completely certified within the department.” 
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 Council Member Strawder, “Right. My reason for asking is because if there is a need for additional 

personnel, I mean, that needs to be something that—” Superintendent Hawkins, “And we looked at it 

considerably, for the future, if we get to that point. It’s just that the main thing about it is, it’s about keeping 

the workload in a maintenance option of what we've got going. I don’t know if I’m saying it correctly, but 

I look at the dollars and cents too, but I also know that I’ve been watching this and working this for the last, 

few years, you know, a little bit of time here, and seeing how it would gel amongst the employees and how 

it would help with the load, and that’s where I think it would be the best benefit for us; that’s the reason. 

I’m not saying that there may never come a time when I’ll ask for more help, but at this moment with 

everything, the uncertainty, I’d rather work it now and let’s just see how it goes, and then we’ll work into 

it later in time.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT: Update 

 General: Superintendent Dauber, “My guys have been doing normal duties.” 

 Maintenance:  Superintendent Dauber, “We’ve been doing vehicle and equipment maintenance.” 

 Ditches:  Superintendent Dauber, “We’ve been digging a lot of ditches still. We’ve had a lot of inquiries 

and complaints about some of the ditches not draining, and we’ve had a few people who wanted their 

ditches dug. A lot of people don’t want them dug. They complain that they can’t mow them. But we’ve 

been working pretty well with these citizens, and trying to keep it mowable for them as much as we can.” 

 Tilling and Seeding:  Superintendent Dauber, “With that, we’ve been going back and tilling and 

seeding everything that we’ve been digging, trying to stay on top of that. Like I said last time, that way we 

don’t get a huge backlog of that and forget somebody.” 

 Storm Damage:  Superintendent Dauber, “Other than that, like Alan (Superintendent Schneider) said, 

the storm came through Monday night. I got called out by dispatch at about 11 o’clock for some flooding 

on Neosho Street on the 900 block, about halfway between 9th and 10th on Neosho. It was flooding. By the 

time I got to town and everything had kind of quit raining, it had gone down by itself, so we didn’t need to 

put barricades out or call any personnel on that. 

 “So, I took it upon myself to drive around a little bit and look for any trees down or any branches down 

in the streets. Mike’s (Chief Roney) officer, that he had on duty that night, helped us a lot with pulling 

branches off the streets that he had seen before I got there. 

 “So, then I offered my assistance to Alan. Like he said, it turned into a long night, and I was just about 

ready to go home at about 3:15 (a.m.) when I got another call from dispatch saying that we had a tree that 

had uprooted and fallen across the road at 804 3rd Street; that’s down by Kelley Park. And it had fallen 

completely across the road, and it had fallen on a power line also, and affected service to that house right 

there. So, I called three of my guys in at about 3:15 and had Alan bring his lineman back out and make sure 

the line was dead before we continued to clear the tree off the road. We got that cleaned up at about five 

o’clock, so we just decided to call that the beginning of our day and started our work day then. We didn’t 

see any reason to go home for an hour or two and then come right back in. 

 “Other than that, we just spent the next day cleaning up storm debris and fixing up washouts in alleys 

and gravel roads from the heavy rain. Today, there was a tree out at Graceland Cemetery that had broken 

in the storm. We were asked by Lane Jones if we could assist in helping him with that because it had fallen 

on one of their roads in the cemetery. We went out there and cleaned that up for them. It took most of the 

day; it was a pretty good piece of the tree.” 

 Street Improvement Project:  Superintendent Dauber, “And then, I got a call from Killough 

Construction last Friday. They said that they should be in here next week after Memorial Day, weather 
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dependent on everything, to get started on Cross and Housatonic, tearing out the concrete and going back 

with asphalt on that. And that’s about all we’ve been doing.” 

  

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

 Council Member Strawder, “I’ll ask a question on—obviously it was because of the rain—you know, 

I live right there, it was coming down like no other, but I know there’s a lot of leaves, and just kind of up 

and down Neosho. Do we monitor or anything to see if it’s full—if the sewer is full of leaves or anything 

throughout the year?” Superintendent Dauber, “There will be times we’ll open up those drain boxes and 

look down in them and try to suck them out with the street sweeper if we can. A lot of it is running the 

street sweeper and keeping it from getting in there.” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah.” Superintendent 

Dauber, “We’ve been trying to stay up on that also. That drain box there, when it does come down in a 

heavy rain, it just can’t take it all.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” Superintendent Dauber, “And that’s 

why the last two storms that we’ve had, where it’s been multiple inches in a short amount of time, we’ve 

had flooding right there.” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah.” Superintendent Dauber, “There have been a 

few occasions, a handful of times since I’ve been with the City, that’s done that. It’s kind of a rare thing. It 

just seems like it’s not right now because of the big storms. I feel like my guys have been doing a pretty 

good job keeping the drain boxes clean lately. Most of the time, it’s just an overabundance of rain at one 

time right there.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “Is that inlet, the one right there on Neosho, right there on 10th and 

Neosho—or 9th and Neosho?” Superintendent Dauber, “It’s halfway between 9th and 10th on Neosho.” 

Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” Superintendent Dauber, “There are two drain boxes. There’s a drain 

box on the north side and a drain box on the south side. Right there, like I said, about halfway down that 

block, is where it is. Neosho Street has a dip right there.” Council Member Strawder, “Yep.” Superintendent 

Dauber, “And that’s where it floods, right there in that low spot.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.” 

Superintendent Dauber, “It’s all running to those drains; it just can’t take it all at one time.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “Well, I just was curious, because, you know, it is something that happens, 

so I didn’t know if it was a blockage, or I know some of those inlets in there are old and probably undersized. 

I didn’t know if that was something that we need to look at.” Superintendent Dauber, “Right.” Zoning Clerk 

Hugunin, “And that part of Neosho is part of the floodplain too, right through there.” Superintendent 

Dauber, “I don’t think they’re undersized, like I said. All that I can say is it’s not often that we get that 

much rain at one time—” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah.” Superintendent Dauber, “—but when you 

get these freak storms back-to-back, it looks like it happens all of the time. Like I said, it’s been a handful 

of times in the last eight years that I’ve been here that it’s actually done that.” 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Update 

 General:  Chief Roney, “Officers have been working on alarm calls, assist citizen calls, medical assist 

calls, lockouts, funeral escorts, dog calls, and disturbance calls.” 

 Safe Week:  Chief Roney, “This week is Safe Week. Officers are out initiating traffic stops for seatbelts 

and other violations; it’s a program through KDOT (Kansas Department of Transportation).” 

 Activities/Cases:  Chief Roney, “Officers worked an aggravated battery case the other night, and they’re 

continuing to follow up on scam calls.” 

 Properties/Nuisance Vehicles:  Chief Roney, “Nuisance properties: I made contact with the contact 

person at 825 Shea Street. They are waiting for a contractor to call them back. They had three or four other 

demolitions that they’re working on outside of Coffey County, and as soon as they get caught up on those, 
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they’ll be coming in to demolish that house. Also, Jimmy (Zoning Clerk Hugunin) and I have been talking; 

the grass needed to be mowed. Talking to that contact person, they have reached out to a local person to 

mow it. They didn’t realize that nobody was mowing; that we were mowing it and assessing the fines to the 

costs to their taxes. So, they are going to try to get somebody local to get it mowed. I talked to that person, 

and due to the rain, he’s going to be backed up just a little bit, but as soon as he can get in there, he’ll get 

in there and get it mowed. Officers are following up on their nuisance properties. A lot of that is going 

smoothly. There are a few that work has halted, and officers are directed to take care of that appropriately.” 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Personnel Annual Evaluation – Dustin Shepard 

 Chief Roney, “The next thing that I have is Dustin Shepard (Officer Shepard), his one-year evaluation 

was on May 12, 2026. Officer Shepard has shown great potential and knowledge in the field of law 

enforcement and executing the duties as assigned. Officer Shepard has been handling his duties and was 

given extra duties in the department, and he is currently the new Glock Armorer. Officer Shepard has picked 

up a lot of those major cases that we’ve had and worked hand in hand with the experienced officers, trying 

to get through those. He’s done a tremendous job, and I would recommend a step increase for Officer 

Shepard.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to accept Dustin Shepard’s annual evaluation as presented, and 

to grant a pay increase to $22.71 per hour, retroactive May 16, 2026.” Council Member Berryman, “I 

second the motion.” Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 

5:0. 

 Chief Roney, “Thank you.” 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Personnel Annual Evaluation – Donald Anderson 

 Chief Roney, “Continuing on, Officer Donnie (Donald) Anderson has completed two years of 

employment, and his evaluation is today. I did it the other day so we could have it ready. Officer Anderson 

brought with him, when he came to the Burlington Police Department, over 30 years of experience. He’s 

very productive, he’s very proactive, self-motivated, and he’s worked numerous of our high-profile cases, 

either on his own or teaching the new guys—I don’t want to say teaching, but working with them, educating 

them on the proper ways. And with that said, I’d like to recommend Officer Anderson be promoted to the 

Detective position.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to accept Donald Anderson’s annual evaluation as presented and 

to move him from Police Officer to Detective at an hourly wage of $29.11 per hour, effective May 23, 

2026.” Council Member Berryman, “I second the motion.” Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke 

called for a vote. Motion carried, 5:0. 

 Chief Roney, “Did you say May 23rd?” Council Member Curtiss, “Yep!” 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: Personnel – Recommendation to Hire 

 City Clerk Brown, “Your new hire?” Chief Roney, “Yeah, I was making a note, sorry.” City Clerk 

Brown, “Okay. Sorry.” Chief Roney, “So, the Police Committee and myself, we met the other evening. We 

had an applicant who is a certified law enforcement officer by the name of Kameron Brown. He applied a 

while back. Due to the fact that he had just completed the academy in September, there was no way that I 

could pay those back fees on that because it had been less than a year since he graduated. There has been 

some movement forward with that, and talking with the Sheriff, he’s going to waive those fees for us. 

Kameron is excited to move to Burlington. He is looking to start a family here, he’s engaged, and got a 
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great recommendation from his current Sheriff, and some of his current coworkers. We had an interview 

with him. I would like to extend an offer to Kameron Brown for the Police Officer position.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to extend an offer of employment to Kameron Brown for the 

position of Police Officer at the starting hourly rate of $22.49, effective June 29, 2026.” Council Member 

Berryman, “I second the motion.”  

 Council Member Curtiss, “I am very, very impressed with that man. And he won’t be starting until June 

because he wants to stay and wrap up some things with the Sheriff down there at Ness City.” Chief Roney, 

“Yes. And I felt that was fair.” Council Member Curtiss, “Yeah.” 

 Hearing no discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 5:0. 

 Mayor Luke, “Anything else, Chief?” Chief Roney, “No, that’s all I got.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

PARKS DEPARTMENT:  Update  

 General:  Personnel have been doing normal duties: cleaning public buildings and restrooms, and 

building and equipment maintenance. 

 Mowing:  Superintendent Boyce, “A lot of our time has been spent mowing and spraying weeds.”  

 Storm Damage:  Superintendent Boyce, “This week we’ve been cleaning up tree limbs and downed 

trees from the storm. We still have a couple of downed trees; we’re just waiting on stuff to dry out a little 

bit so we don’t track it up. Hopefully, tomorrow or Friday, we’ll get it cleaned up.” 

 Beautification Project:  Superintendent Boyce, “Flower planting went well. I feel they look good. I’d 

like to thank the Jaynes (Burlington Jaynes) for helping out with that.” 

 Arbor Day:  Superintendent Boyce, “The Arbor Day celebration at Kelley Park went well. The tree 

didn’t blow over this week, so we’re good there.” 

 Nuisance Grass:  Superintendent Boyce, “We did mow four nuisance properties since the last council 

meeting, and I assume we’re going to have a couple more coming up before long. That’s all I have.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

FINANCE:  Claims Ordinance & Payroll Ordinance 

a. Claims Ordinance 2026-10      $ 384,607.89 

b. Payroll Ordinance 2026-11      $ 119,489.94 

  TOTAL      $ 504,097.83 

 CLAIMS 2026-10:  Council Member Curtiss moved to approve City of Burlington Claims Ordinance 

2026-10 for the amount of $384,607.89. Council Member Strawder gave the second. Mayor Luke, “Anne 

(City Clerk Brown), do you have some highlights?” City Clerk Brown, “We have Brenntag Southwest LLC 

for $2,848.10, Dave’s Pumping, LLC for $2,508.00, Gordan CPA LLC for $9,800.00, Kansas Power Pool 

(KPP) for $181,959.11, Matador Construction, Inc. for $40,920.00, and Modern Air Conditioning, Inc. for 

$8,409.00.” 
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 Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Brown to poll Council for a 

vote. Mayor Luke declared, “Claims Ordinance 2026-10 passed unanimously, 5:0.” 

 PAYROLL 2026-11: Council Member Curtiss moved to approve City of Burlington Payroll 

Ordinance 2026-11 in the amount of $119,489.94.” Council Member Strawder gave the second. Hearing 

no further discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Brown to poll Council for a vote. Mayor 

Luke declared, “Payroll Ordinance 2026-11 passed unanimously, 5:0.” 

 

PLANNING & ZONING:  Update 

 Arbor Day:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “I was going to talk about Arbor Day, but Kevin (Superintendent 

Boyce) stole my thunder. No, we had a good turnout.” Council Member Curtiss, “I’m sorry.” Zoning Clerk 

Hugunin, “I knew we were missing somebody, and I couldn’t remember who it was, but it was you (Council 

Member Curtiss). It went over really well.” 

 Nuisance Grass/Weeds Update:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “And most of my time, I’ve just been working 

on yards, trying to get people to mow their yards. I have sent out 18 10-day letters so far, and I’ve got four 

more typed up to go out tomorrow. And these are just—and Kevin can testify, they’re the same yards every 

year. So, I’m trying to really hit them hard this year, and we’ve mowed more than what we’ve been able to 

the last couple of years because people just aren’t coming out. And most of these are absentee owners, so 

they’re either out of city or out of state.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS:  

 Council Member Van Horn, “I don’t have a question, but I do have a comment. I have noticed that 

people are taking care a little bit thanks to your work. The one that drives me crazy was mowed this last 

week.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Well, thank you. I know there are still some ditches that aren’t mowed, but 

I’ve talked to those people, and as soon as it's dry. I mean, we’ve got people trying it. There are some 

ditches that are pretty wet, and they probably would have been able to get to them this week, and then we 

got three inches of rain, so it’s back to that. But yeah, the people, the ones that are local, are really doing a 

good job of keeping up with it. Jerilyn (Council Member Curtiss), don’t give me that look.” 

 

OTHER COMMITTEE OR COUNCIL BUSINESS: 

 Water Plant Improvement – Retention Pond:  Mayor Luke, “Last time (referring to Council Meeting 

5-6-2026), we had a motion on the floor with regard to the Industrial Park and the utilization of it for the 

water plant improvements. Due to a couple of issues: one was a procedural issue, and the second was that 

the motion used the word lagoon instead of retention pond, two totally different things, especially in the 

eyes of the public. And with legal advice, it was recommended that we go ahead and redo the motion to 

approve Industrial Park #4 for the water plant improvement retention pond, as being in the best interest of 

the City, instead of a lagoon.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to approve the use of Industrial Park #4 for the Water Plant 

Improvement Retention Pond, as being in the best interest of the City.” Council Member Shove, “I 

second the motion.” 

 Mayor Luke, “We had the discussion last time, and nothing else has changed, so we will go with a roll 

call vote again.” 
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 Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Brown to poll Council for a vote. 

Mayor Luke declared, “Motion passed, 3:2.” 

▪ Council Member Curtiss voted yes. 

▪ Council Member Van Horn voted no. 

▪ Council Member Strawder voted no. 

▪ Council Member Shove voted yes. 

▪ Council Member Berryman voted yes.  

 

ORDINANCE 925 Job Descriptions and Compensation 

 Mayor Luke, “We also have Ordinance 925, Job Descriptions and Compensation, which was what Anne 

(City Clerk Brown) referred to before. Do you have any discussion you want to put on that?” City Clerk 

Brown, “This is just approving what we already voted on before, so the change of the job descriptions/ 

positions that were awarded, this just makes it official.” 

 Council Member Berryman, "I move to adopt Ordinance 925, Determining and Establishing 

Amended Job Descriptions and Compensation of Officers and Employees, Pursuant to the Personnel 

Policies and Procedures, of the City of Burlington, Kansas.” Council Member Curtiss, “I second the 

motion.” Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 5:0. 

 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT: Update 

 General:  City Attorney Wright, “I don’t have anything.” 

 Municipal Court:  Mayor Luke, “Did court go alright?” City Attorney Wright, “It did. It went really 

smoothly, actually. We do have a trial coming up on June—I think it’s the 11th.” Council Member Curtiss, 

“The 11th?” City Attorney Wright, “It will be worth the entertainment value.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

CITY CLERK:  SRF Loan Application Process – Financial Analysis   

 City Clerk Brown, “The first thing I have is on the SRF loan application, we had the wrong person that 

we needed to send that to, to fill out the application, and so we have to amend the motion for that. It should 

be going to Brenda Diegel with KDHE (Kansas Department of Health and Environment). So, I need a 

motion.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to amend authorization to complete the SRF loan application from 

Brett Waggoner with G.A.S. to Brenda Diegel with KDHE.” Council Member Shove, “I second the 

motion.” Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion carried, 5:0. 

 

CITY CLERK:  Update   

 General:  City Clerk Brown, “City Hall personnel have been busy preparing meter readings for utility 

billing, work orders, preparing vouchers for bill paying, payroll, and the minutes for council meetings.” 

 Auditors: City Clerk Brown, “The auditors were here on May 7th. They completed most of their work. 

We’ve had very few requests from them since then, and Sean did compliment the staff in City Hall that 

everything seemed to go really smoothly this time, so I thought that was nice to hear that.” 
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 Annual League Conference:  City Clerk Brown, “I will let you know that the Annual League 

Conference is scheduled for October 9th-11th in Wichita. I don’t have any more information than that yet. 

When that becomes available, I’ll let you know. I want to encourage you all again to go. It’s a good learning 

tool. If you want to go, please let me know.” 

 Memorial Day:  City Clerk Brown, “All of the City departments will be closed on Monday, May 25th, 

for Memorial Day.” 

 Calls/Inquiries: City Clerk Brown, “And then just normal calls and inquiries.” 

 Truck Quotes:  City Clerk Brown, “The last thing that I have is, we did go out for truck quotes from 

Crow-Moddie Ford and Crow-Moddie Chevrolet. I got several quotes. We were looking for a truck, but I 

did get quotes on a Traverse or another Equinox. Those were quite a bit higher. You have the three that we 

dwindled it down to.” Council Member Van Horn, “We’ve got four, actually.” City Clerk Brown, “Do you 

have four?” Mayor Luke, “Yeah, the Trax.” City Clerk Brown, “Oh, okay.” Council Member Curtiss, “The 

Trax.” 

 City Clerk Brown, “I did talk with the committee (Finance Committee), and we have decided that we 

would like to go with the Colorado, as being in the best interest of the City.” 

 Council Member Curtiss, “I move to accept the quote from Crow-Moddie Chevrolet for a 2026 

Colorado 2WD WT Crew Cab for City Hall, not to exceed $30,405.00, as being in the best interest of the 

City.” Council Member Shove, “I second the motion.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “I have a couple of questions. So, I know, I mean, I sat on the committee 

whenever this was first discussed and everything, and the need for a truck just for running parts or whatever, 

in addition to driving around town and everything. So, I believe it was—I mean, why are we recommending 

the Colorado over the others? What was the reasoning behind that?” City Clerk Brown, “More because we 

had a Ranger before. Of course, you see the Ranger is higher. Just the quality of it is a little bit better, and 

everybody was in favor of that too.” Council Member Strawder, “Okay.”  

 Council Member Van Horn, “I wondered that too because the cost per year was the highest of all of 

them.” City Clerk Brown, “The cost per year?” Council Member Van Horn, “Yes. This part, where it says, 

‘Annual Fuel Costs’ was the highest of all of them on that.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “Yeah, I mean, that was one of the reasons I was going to ask. Granted, 

these are just ‘numbers published’ type of thing, but it’s the lowest gas mileage of the three. And, I know I 

mentioned before, the Maverick that is listed on here has a higher trim package than a base trim package. 

Whenever, you know, if you go out and look online, if you look at a comparable trim package to the other 

two, the Maverick is cheaper than the other two were. I mean, was Crow-Moddie asked if they could get 

one in at a lower--?” 

 City Clerk Brown, “Part of it was the availability, too. The Colorado is in stock. I think they had a 

Ranger on site, but it wasn’t white, and we do need white vehicles. The other vehicles they would have to 

locate, so it’s just a waiting period as well. I know you’re talking numbers and price and stuff, but we didn’t 

know how long it would be to even be able to get one of those two.” 

 Council Member Van Horn, “Well, it’s kind of strange because on the Colorado, it says 21 miles per 

gallon, which is the lowest of the three. I don’t know how they came up with the higher number for annual 

fuel costs because that doesn’t make any sense.” City Clerk Brown, “Yeah. I don’t know.” Council Member 

Van Horn, “Because it says 21 (miles per gallon), and the Ranger was 23, and—okay, I’m backwards.” 

City Clerk Brown, “The Colorado is a little—” Council Member Van Horn, “Yeah. The Colorado is a gas 

sucker, yeah.” 
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 Council Member Strawder, “Initially, on the point of the Colorado being there versus others, I thought 

there was a comment made that there isn’t an immediate need to get it right now. Or has that changed to 

where now there is an immediate need versus--?” City Clerk Brown, “No, but it’s been on the lot for a while 

too, and the committee has decided that’s what they wanted, and we didn’t know how long they would hold 

it.” 

 Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “And trade-in value also on a Traverse is dropping dramatically.” City Clerk 

Brown, “Yes.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “That’s another thing. I mean, if we get more miles on it, and it’s 

already a 2012, which is a great vehicle, but if we go longer, and we get in a situation like what we did with 

the Ranger. A few years ago, it was $6,500, and now, you’ll be lucky if you get $3,500 out of it. So, we 

just don’t want to fall into that trap with the Traverse. That’s the main thing.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “If your wait time for a vehicle is a couple of months versus a couple of 

years, you know, type of thing.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “And they couldn’t tell us that. I went down and 

talked to Everett (Moddie) and Creig (Agler) and the guys at Chevy. Chevy and Ford are not giving wait 

times right now. They won’t guarantee a delivery, and I know they have been waiting six/seven months for 

vehicles to get delivered, and they were sitting there, and they were Chevy’s. So, I know both sides are 

having the same issues. I don’t think there is an urgency to really do it, but there’s an urgency to get the 

trade-in done before the value drops on them. Did that help? 

 “And Jerilyn (Council Member Curtiss), the part where it says ‘2WD’, that’s 2-wheel drive.” Council 

Member Curtiss, “Okay. Thank you.” City Clerk Brown, “The whole committee was in favor of the 

Colorado, too.” City Attorney Wright, “What’s ‘WT’? Work truck, WT?” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “Yeah, 

work truck.” Council Member Strawder, “Yeah, it’s a base model.” Zoning Clerk Hugunin, “No chrome.” 

Council Member Curtiss, “I was going to ask, but I didn’t.” City Attorney Wright, “I did it for you.” Council 

Member Curtiss, “Thank you.” City Attorney Wright, “You’re welcome.” 

 Council Member Strawder, “And that’s where I was indicating, the Maverick that’s listed, yes, it’s 

more expensive, but you’re also talking a lariat package, which is no longer a high/top package, but it is an 

elevated package over the XL, XLT, SL—” Council Member Curtiss, “Yeah, you explained that.” Council 

Member Strawder, “You know, the different ones they are.” Council Member Curtiss, “Yep.” 

 Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke called for a vote. Motion passed, 4:1. 

 City Clerk Brown, “Who all said nay?” Council Member Strawder, “Me.” City Clerk Brown, “Just 

Nathan (Council Member Strawder)? I thought maybe I heard George (Council Member Shove), I wasn’t 

sure.” 

 Mayor Luke, “Anything else?” City Clerk Brown, “That is all I have.” 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

 

REPORT BY CITY OFFICERS: 

 Mayor Luke, “Is there anything the Governing Body wishes to bring before us?” Council Member 

Curtiss, “Thank you, Kevin (Superintendent Boyce), for planting your flowers, and they’re going to look 

pretty again.” Superintendent Boyce, “You’re welcome.” 

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 Mayor Luke, “Let all of the departments know that we appreciate what they did with all the rain and 

the wind.” Council Member Curtiss, “Yeah. That’s right.” City Attorney Wright, “And get ready to do it 
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again by the sounds of it.” Mayor Luke, “I hope we don’t have to do it for a while.” Superintendent 

Schneider, “Say no.” 

 

CITY CLERK:  Update   

 Brush Cleanup:  City Clerk Brown, “Oh, and we did plan a brush cleanup for Tuesday, May 26th.” 

Council Member Van Horn, “If they don’t have it all cleaned up by then.” City Clerk Brown, “There’s quite 

a bit out to the edge of the road.” Council Member Van Horn, “Is there?” Mayor Luke, “Yeah.” Council 

Member Van Horn, “I heard a lot of chainsaws the last few days.” Mayor Luke, “Some of the light stuff 

that would fit in the back of a pickup is down there. Some of the stuff that’s heavier is still lying in the 

yards. Or some of them are still fastened to the trees.” Council Member Van Horn, “Well, I live on the way 

to the brush pile, and I’ve seen a lot of trucks go by with brush on them.” 

 

Mayor Luke declared the meeting adjourned. 

 ________________________________ Anne C. Brown, City Clerk 


