
 

 

BURLINGTON CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION DECEMBER 2, 2015 

City of Burlington Governing Body met in Regular Session at City Hall, 301 Neosho Street, Burlington, Kansas 

at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, December 2, 2015.  Mayor Stan Luke called the meeting to order. 

ROLL CALL:   Stan Luke, Mayor 

  Council Members present:  

  Lewis Lenard   Dallas Scothorn (Arrived @ 6:20 p.m.) Jerilyn Curtiss 

  Jane M. Griffith   Thomas P. Tschantz  Sharon Hall 

  Superintendents Present: 

  Kevin Boyce (Parks)   Alan Schneider (Electric)   Doug Mast (Street) 

  Doug Jones Chief of Police)   Danny Hawkins (Water/Wastewater 

  Also Present:  

  Regina Kewley (City Clerk)   Jimmy Hugunin (Zoning & Grants Clerk) 

  Thomas Robrahn (City Attorney)    Susan Stroh (Administrative Assistant) 

  Media Present: Mark Petterson (Coffey County Republican) 

VISITORS:  Jim Ochs, Joyce Ochs, Salli Stewart 

AGENDA:  Council Member Griffith stated, “I move to approve the amended agenda.”  Council Member 

Lenard, “Second.”  Motion unanimously carried.   

MINUTES:  November 18, 2015:  Council Member Curtiss moved to accept the Draft Minutes of Council’s 

regular session of November 18, 2015, as amended.  Council Member Griffith, “Second”  Motion unanimously 

carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 

APPOINTMENT Salli Stewart - Taste of Fall Festival 2016  and Jim Ochs - UHCA 

 Taste of Fall Festival:  Salli Stewart addressed Council, "First of all I would like to thank you for the support 

from all the departments.  They all do an awesome job of helping us and we couldn't do it without them.  

Anything we need, they are there to help us; and we appreciate that a lot.  I want to ask permission to have the 

Taste of Fall Festival again next year, on the 30th of November and the 1st and 2nd of October (Friday, Saturday, 

and Sunday).  I think pretty much the same as before."  

  Ms. Stewart commented, "I know somebody has been in to talk to you about a street dance - that is not really 

a part of our committee.  We're happy they are trying to do that, and to do something that same day; but it is not 

really a Taste of Fall committee thing."  

 She continued, "Anyway the Festival will be pretty much the same as before with the car show, the tractor 

show, the crafts; and we will be pretty much taking up the entire Kelley Park.  We would like to do that again, and 

Kelley Park is a really nice place to do it.  It makes it easier for the departments and for us to have everything in 

one nice spot; and we think we've heard good response from participants." 

 Council Member Curtiss stated, "I move to approve Salli Stewart's request on behalf of the Burlington 

Promotions to hold the Taste of Fall Festival in Kelley Park on September 30th and October 1st and 2nd, 2016; 

including reserving the 4-H Building and Kelley Hall for those days, and with the street closings requested and 

the help from City departments." Council Member Griffith, "Second."   Mayor Luke called for questions or 

concerns. Hearing none, he called for a vote.  Motion unanimously carried 6:0. 

 UHCA:  Jim Ochs addressed Council, "I need to first introduce myself.  I am Jim Ochs.  I am from Gridley, 

and am a member of the Board of Directors for the Ultimate Horsemen's Challenge Association, which consists of 

about one-hundred-thirty-five members from Oklahoma, the very tip of Arkansas, Missouri, and Kansas. I need to 

echo Salli's appreciation.  The fall of 2014, we held an event here, and we had amazing support from this 

community.  We had anticipated having about a hundred riders, but that was a very rainy weekend.  We didn't get 

that many, but we did have a lot; and we think we supported the City of Burlington pretty well. With the 

cooperation of that Fall Festival, it turned out to be a huge event.  I had twenty volunteers to help out, and we had 

around eighty-five or ninety riders." 

 "I thought it was too much for Joyce and I to try to run that ourselves (again); so we kind of bowed out. The 

UHCA Board then started encouraging me to come back to Burlington.  All of our riders were bragging so much 

about how good that event went and the support we had, so I then talked to the Rodeo Club here (Coffey County 

??Saddle Club).  They have agreed to help us out.  I visited with Salli.  Hopefully, we can do that again.  We had 

great support from them.  They were kind of separate events, but we tried to do some things together, and we 

attended meetings that they had.  So, I need to get permission from a number of organizations:  Recreation 

Commission, which I've talked to; the County Fair Board - I need to talk to them yet, but I think I can get 

permission from them; and the City - to use the facilities that you control in Kelley Park, that Salli would not be 

using.  So, if I could, I would like to get permission to use those; and if I could push this a little farther, I'm  
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wondering if I might get you to waive the RV site fees. I think we would have a few more people come in on 

Friday night if we did that and I would let them know.  If you don't, we could live with that, but I don't know that 

there would be more than ten or twelve RVs - there would be horse trailers with living quarters." 

 Mayor Luke asked Salli Stewart, "Do you use any of the trailer sites or hookups for............?"  She replied, 

"Not really.  the only thing they probably use that for is on Saturday."  She asked Jim Ochs, "Are you done on 

Saturday?"  Mr. Ochs, "We know we're having it all day Saturday starting at 7:00 in the morning; we're not sure 

about Sunday yet."  Ms. Stewart, "The only thing that went on Saturday that didn't go on in that year (when the 

UCHA event was held), was the Creepy Crawl.  I think they maybe had a hundred and some people participate in 

that event; so, that I'm not sure is possible in conjunction with on that same weekend because you can't really 

have a run through the park if all the horses and things are down there.  The Creepy Crawl is the only thing that 

went on this year that didn't in 2014.  I think they could do that on a different weekend, possibly - or maybe a 

different route." 

 Mayor Luke asked Council, "What's your pleasure?"  Council Member Curtiss, "Do you want waiving of 

the RV site fees waived included with that?"  Council Member Tschantz, "Do we waive it for anyone else?"  

Council Member Curtiss, "No."  Superintendent Schneider, "Fair time."  Council Member Curtiss, "What is it - 

$10 a night?"  It is.  City Clerk Kewley and Mayor Luke explained the Coffey County Fair Association has a 

contract for control of Kelley Park at that time.  Council Member Curtiss stated, "I will include it, and then we can 

talk about it."  

 Jim Ochs explained camping would be Friday night and Saturday night, and maybe a few on Sunday 

night.  Right now there are no events planned for Sunday.  In 2014, they had a working cow dog 

exhibition; and there was going to be a working ranch horse competition, but they had to go elsewhere.   
Council Member Curtiss stated, “I move to approve Jim Ochs’ request for the Ultimate Horseman’s Challenge 

Association to use Kelley Park Grandstand & Arena, and to waive the RV site fees for Friday night, September 

30th through October 2nd, 2016.”  Council Member Griffith, "Second."  Mayor Luke called for discussion. 

 Council Member Lenard said, "I would be in favor of not providing a waiver because we have a lot of other 

activities that this would put precedence on.  We put in the self-pay station.  That's just my opinion."  Council 

Member Curtiss, "That's kind of what I feel like, too.  I mean, we've updated the RV sites a lot, and that's my 

opinion also."  Council Member Lenard, "WildBlue BBQ.  Anytime you have some economic type of event, we 

would be........; and I think this is a great deal, Jim; it's just that ..........."  Council Member Curtiss, "WildBlue 

doesn't have waived fees, does it?"  Council Member Lenard, "No."  Mr. Ochs, "I certainly understand; and I 

think I'll just withdraw that request."  

 Council Member Curtiss stated, "I amend my motion to approve Jim Ochs’ request for the Ultimate 

Horseman’s Challenge Association to use Kelley Park Grandstand & Arena from September 30th through 

October 2nd, 2016.”  Council Member Griffith, "Second." Mayor Luke stated, "The motion has been 

amended and seconded.  Is there any other discussion?"  Hearing none, he called for a vote.  Motion 

unanimously carried.  

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT:  Distribution Updates 

 General:   Superintendent Schneider reported, "We are still doing our daily work orders, line locates, and 

customer service requests.  We have been doing quite a bit of line maintenance.  As you can see, the  Christmas 

lights and decorations are on.  We did that before Thanksgiving." 

 Personnel:  Superintendent Schneider stated, "Our two fourth-year Apprentice Linemen have finished their 

final chapter test.  They are now studying for the final test, and will hopefully be ready to advance to Journeyman 

status within two council meetings from tonight.  They got through that program very, very well." 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT:  Power Plant/Production Update 

 General:  Personnel are still doing required reports.  They are doing general power plant maintenance. 

 Training:  Superintendent Schneider reported, "Denny Noonan attended the two-day KMU sponsored Power 

Plant Operator Workshop in Pratt and Kingman this year.  He got a lot of useful information." 

WATER DEPARTMENT:  Distribution Update 

 On behalf of Superintendent Hawkins, City Clerk Kewley presented the update. 

 General:  Personnel did general maintenance, oil changes in vehicles, lubricated mixers and motors, and 

cleaned out buildings and vehicles.  They did work orders, water meter re-reads, line locates, and regular duties. 

 Backwash Basin:  The backwash holding basin mixer was removed and sent to JCI for repairs. 

 Tour:  Clients of the COF were given a tour of the Water Treatment Plant. 

WATER DEPARTMENT:  Water Production Update 

 Water Treatment Plant:  The Water Plant is running well.  We are producing an average of around 450,000 

gallons of water a day.  Personnel have been winterizing the river intake and outlet buildings. 

 Training - CPR:  City Clerk Kewley said, "I do know the department personnel attended the CPR training on 

either Monday or Tuesday. 

STREET DEPARTMENT:  Update 

 Street Superintendent Mast was not at the meeting.  City Clerk Kewley said, "I do know the Street 

Department attended the CPR class, as well, on Monday.  I haven't heard anything other than that." 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Update 

 General:  Chief Jones reported that the Thanksgiving holiday went well, other than the weather.  He said, "It 

seems like we've been doing a lot of funeral escorts this week - three so far and one more tomorrow." 

 Training:  Chief Jones reported, "We also did the CPR class.  All of my people were there, except for Blake 

Hanson.  He left for the Academy (KLETC) Monday, and he will get CPR training at the Academy. 

 Christmas Parade:  The Christmas parade will be next Wednesday at 6 o'clock in the evening. 

 Nuisances:  There were no updates on nuisances. 

PARKS DEPARTMENT:  Update 

 Council Member Curtiss provided Superintendent Boyce's report. 

 General:  Parks personnel have been cleaning public buildings and restrooms and doing equipment and 

building maintenance and repairs. They have been mulching the tree leaves in Kelley Park as weather permits, 

and have also been trimming trees. 

  Banners:  Personnel have been cleaning the fall banners before putting them back in storage. 

 Happy Tails Park::  Parks personnel assembled picnic tables and benches and put them in Happy Tails Park. 

 Training;  Personnel attended the CPR training. 

FINANCE:  Claims Ordinance & Payroll Ordinance 

a.  Claims Ordinance   2015-23 $101,611.26 

b.  Payroll Ordinance   2015-25 $  75,423.60 

                                   TOTAL $177,034.86 

 CLAIMS 2015-23:  Council Member Lenard, “I move City of Burlington pay Claims Ordinance 2015-23 in 

the amount of $101,611.26 for payment of city bills.”  Council Member Griffith, “Second.”  Mayor Luke 

called for discussion.  City Clerk Kewley said, "On the larger items, we will be expending:  $10,980 to HG 

Supply Waterworks; Kansas Highway Patrol, $18,850 for the vehicle for the Police Department; Midstates 

Energy Work, $8,287.80."  Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Kewley to poll 

Council for a vote.  All votes were in favor.  Mayor Luke declared Claims Ordinance 2015-23 approved by 

unanimous vote, 6:0. 

 PAYROLL 2015-25: Council Member Lenard stated, “I move City of Burlington pay Payroll 

Ordinance 2015-25 in the amount of $75,423.60.” Council Member Tschantz, “Second.”  Hearing no 

discussion, Mayor Luke instructed City Clerk Kewley to poll Council for a vote.  All votes were in favor.  

Mayor Luke declared Payroll Ordinance 2015-25 approved by unanimous vote, 6:0. 

PLANNING & ZONING:  Update  

 General:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin has been updating Facebook, the webpage, and permits.   

 CPR Training:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin reported, "I attended the CPR training; and I think every department 

completed it.  I thought Coffey County Emergency Management Services did a good job.  I think it was a lot 

better than what we've done in the past. 

 Land in Industrial Park - Potential Buyer:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin reported he has been working on the the 

land down south at the industrial parks around the lift station alongside Highway 75. (LS#2).  Fred Walrod did the 

survey, and met with City Attorney Robrahn and got the legal description worked up.  We will probably discuss 

that at the next council meeting.  

 Planning Commission - Comprehensive Development Plan Extension:  Zoning Clerk Hugunin said, "I am 

trying to get my planning board together for a meeting to extend the Comprehensive Plan again.  We have not got 

the updated maps, so we will have to extend it again." 

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS:  None 

PERMITS:  Permits issued by Zoning Clerk Hugunin: 
2015-001 - Sheepdog Firearms LLC.  - 204 S. 4th - Occupancy Permit 

2015-041 - Tom Caldwell - 211 Heather - Garage 

2015-043 - ADA Investments - 655 Kelley St. - Storage Building 

2015-044 - Marcia Baldwin - 608 Cumberland - Shed 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT:  Update  

 Attorney Robrahn reported, "It's been quiet in the Legal Department.  We have Municipal Court next 

Thursday, which will be the last regular court for the year." 

CITY CLERK:  Update  

 General:  City Clerk Kewley reported City Hall Staff have been busy with customers paying utility bills, and 

with preparing work orders,  vouchers, payroll. and meeting minutes for tonight. 
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 License Renewals;  Businesses have been notified the Cereal Malt Beverages License renewals are due, and 

we have businesses coming in to apply for those renewals, as well as for Trailer Licenses, Amusement Licenses, 

and Dance Licenses.   

 Goals for 2016 & Accomplishments in 2015:  Department Heads will begin preparing their Goals & 

Accomplishments. 

 Audit fo 2015:  City Clerk Kewley, "We started submitting information to the auditors for the 2015 Audit." 

 CPR Training:  City Hall personnel attended CPR training - three on Monday and three on Tuesday. 

 CIC Financial Software:  City Clerk Kewley reported, "We have been working with the new software, 

handling normal calls, and preparing end-of-year reports.  The utility software is working well.  Anne and I have 

been working with line items on the budget side." 

REPORTS BY CITY OFFICERS:  None 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

GENERAL     City Debt – How to fund projects 

  City Code Recodification 

 Service/Allied Waste Agreement Renewal 

 Mayor’s Volunteer Program 

 Downtown Revitalization (Committee) 

 GAAP – Infrastructure Capitalization 

 Actuaries – GASB-45 

 Financial Program Software (CIC) 

 MT Wireless - Fiberoptics to City Buildings 

 Trash Exemptions 

 Annual License Renewals 

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT:   GIS system 

 Emissions Standards Compliance/EPA 

 Industrial Park Substation - DC Power Supply 

 Automatic Meter Infrastructure for Electric (AMI) 

 Natural Gas - 2nd Supplier 

 Power Plant - Add Generator (research, etc.) 

PARKS DEPARTMENT:  Dog Park - Hydrant, Parking Improvements 

 WildBlue BBQ and Taste of Fall Festival 2016 

 Taste of Fall Festival and UHCA (Horsemen's Challenge) - Fall 2016 

 RV Parking New Signage for Kelley Park and Drake Park 

 Cancer Support Group - 4-H Building 4-23-2016 

LEGAL DEPARTMENT:  Municipal Court 

 KG&E Pollution Control Bonds Series 2016  

 KDOT Damages (4th & Neosho) 

 

PLANNING AND ZONING   Quarterly Construction Valuation Report 

 Comprehensive Development Plan – Update by end 2015 

 Industrial Park Lots - for Sale, etc. 

 Work w/PD on Nuisance Structure regulations 

 City Hall Computer - replace Front Windows CPU 

 Tree City USA - application 

 Carport for behind City Hall  

 MT Networks Fiberoptics - updates 

 Planning Commission Members (Advertise for 3) 

 CPR/First Aid Training for Employees 

 Inventories - prepare; send to auditor early January 2016 

  

POLICE DEPARTMENT    Nuisance Updates 

 Personnel – Vacancy  and  Training Updates 

 Nuisance - Burlington Dental Center / Danelle Birk Building 

 Bike Patrol Program (update) 

 Reserve Officer Schankie - Temporary compensation (update) 

STREET DEPARTMENT:   Heather Street - Concrete Panels 

 Sidewalk Replacement Repairs on City Rights-of-Way 

 Equipment - Purchase Small Milling Machine for Sidewalks, etc. 

 Street Sweeper in 2016 

 Asphalt Grinding Machine for 2016 

 Rebuild/Repair Kennedy Street and 14th Street 

 Pavement Management System/Asset Management System 

 2015 Curb & Gutter Project (Yuba between 6th & 7th) 

 Mohawk Street Improvements between 14th & 15th) 

 KDOT's N.Hwy 75 Project 

WATER & WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT:  Clean Sewers Filter Pit - Actuators 

      Neosho Riverbank Stabilization    Southwest Sewer Project  Water Plant Improvements–Efficiency 

       Waterline Replacement Project    SCADA System    John Redmond Reservoir – Dredging   

      Pump Repairs in 2016 (Clearwell/River Intake)  Fire Hydrant Static Testing Filters/Anthracite/Bacterial Testing 

      Sewer Lagoons - Analysis by KRWA/funding for dredging            Fire Hydrant Flushing   

 KDHE L2 Monitoring Plumbing Violations East Water Tower - Sandblast/Paint 
 

Mayor Luke declared the meeting adjourned.  

 

Approved by the Governing Body and signed by Regina R. Kewley, City Clerk 
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